Judge denies request to count rejected
Montclair May election ballots

BY JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
A judge has dismissed a suit by 15 Montclair residents, including mayoral candidate Renee Baskerville, asking
Essex County oﬃcials to count and include the votes that were rejected in the township’s mail-in-only
municipal election in May.
In the suit, Baskerville asserted that roughly 1,086 ballots in possession of the Essex County Clerk’s Oﬃce
were never counted and claimed that there were problems that aﬀected the vote tally, including decreased
hours and personnel shortages at the post oﬃce on May 11 and 12.
The suit sought the recount of all ballots and asked the court to allow voters whose ballots were rejected due
to signature problems to “cure” them.
Baskerville said the plaintiﬀs are still deciding whether they will appeal.
The May 12 election was conducted mail-in-only for the ﬁrst time ever due to the pandemic. At the time, the
cutoﬀ for having a vote counted was 48 hours past election day, and there was no mechanism to “cure” a
signature that had been rejected. The main Montclair post oﬃce reportedly closed at 3 p.m. on election day,
four hours before its scheduled closing time, due to labor shortages connected to the pandemic.

Ballots had to be received by the county within 48 hours of the election and postmarked May 12, and voters
were not able to cure rejected signatures, as was allowed in the July primary and will be permitted for the
November election.
In the mayoral race, Third Ward Councilman Sean Spiller edged Baskerville by 195 votes. The other ﬁve
competitive Township Council races — David Cummings ran unopposed in the Fourth Ward — saw margins of
victory between 294 and 458 votes.
The complaint, ﬁled May 29, named New Jersey’s chief election oﬃcer, Tahesha Way, Essex County Clerk
Christopher Durkin, Essex County elections clerk Linda von Nessi and Montclair Township clerk Juliette Lee
among the defendants.
According to records from the county clerk’s oﬃce, 674 ballots from Montclair were delivered but not counted,
either because they were postmarked after May 12 or because they were received after the May 14 deadline.
Von Nessi said that 219 ballots were rejected due to signature problems.
According to the county clerk’s records, 60 ballots postmarked May 12 were received by the county after the
May 14 deadline: 56 on May 15, two on May 18, and one each on May 20 and May 26.
The remaining 614 were either postmarked after May 12 or had no postmark.
Today, Sept. 11, Judge Thomas Vena dismissed the case and denied the plaintiﬀs’ request that the votes be
counted.
“We were raising legal questions about the integrity of New Jersey’s ﬁrst-ever, all-mail-in ballot election — a
pilot test of an all-mail-in ballot election, amid COVID-19 — the coronavirus — a time during which residents
had been ordered by the governor to shelter in place,” Baskerville said.
“The ordered all-mail-in election occurred during the nation’s worst public health crisis and among its worst
economic crises, when all Jerseyans were ordered to remain in their homes at all times with few exceptions,
setting the stage for a suppressive voting environment.
“But Judge Vena found that the coronavirus environment in which the May 12 Montclair nonpartisan municipal
elections took place was not extraordinary or even unusual.”
As with the June primaries, Gov. Phil Murphy will allow for a seven-day return to the post oﬃce for the
November election.
Voters now have 16 days to cure and update their registered signatures. The primary in July was the ﬁrst time
New Jersey allowed voters to cure signatures that were rejected.
“The governor resolved to adjust the procedure for all of the elections taking place after the May 12 elections
to include both mail-in and in-person voting options. And he decided to include special provisions for
protecting the franchise of traditionally underrepresented residents, e.g., disabled voters, low-income voters,

Black and brown voters. These responsive remedial actions assist in highlighting some of the ﬂaws of the
process in place on May 12,” Baskerville said.

Baskerville, 14 residents ﬁle suit seeking ballot
count of rejected votes

Renee Baskerville

BY JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
Fifteen Montclair residents, including mayoral candidate Renee Baskerville, have ﬁled a complaint asking
Essex County oﬃcials to count and include the votes in Montclair’s mail-in-only municipal election last month
that were rejected by the county.
It also seeks to postpone the July 1 swearing in of the mayor and council until the recount is conducted.
The plaintiﬀs in the suit, all but one of whom live in either the Third or Fourth wards, contend that their ballots
were postmarked by election day, May 12, but were disallowed.
According to records from the county clerk’s oﬃce, 674 ballots from Montclair were delivered but not counted,
either because they were postmarked after May 12 or because they were received after the May 14 deadline.
The 2020 election was conducted mail-in-only for the ﬁrst time ever due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the
mayoral race, Third Ward Councilman Sean Spiller edged Baskerville by 195 votes. The other ﬁve competitive
township council races — David Cummings ran unopposed in the Fourth Ward — saw margins of victory
between 294 and 458 votes.

The complaint, ﬁled May 29, names New Jersey’s chief election oﬃcer, Tahesha Way, Essex County Clerk
Christopher Durkin, Essex County elections clerk Linda von Nessi and Montclair Township clerk Juliette Lee
among the defendants.
Von Nessi said that 219 ballots were rejected due to signatures. But 674 were not counted due to late
postmarks or being received late. State law requires the mail-in ballots to be postmarked by the day of the
election, May 12, and received within 48 hours, by the evening of May 14.
According to the county clerk’s records, 60 ballots postmarked May 12 were received by the county after the
May 14 deadline: 56 on May 15, two on May 18, and one each on May 20 and May 26.
The remaining 614 were either postmarked after May 12 or had no postmark.
Baskerville asserts that roughly 1,086 ballots in possession of the Essex County Clerk’s Oﬃce have not been
counted. “Four hundred and four ballots in possession of the clerk’s oﬃce that were determined to have
signatures that are not in alignment with other signatures on ﬁle for the voter. They were not counted,” she
said.
“There are roughly 191 to 256 ballots in the possession of the Essex County Clerk’s Oﬃce with no postmark
that were not counted. Between 263 and 267 ballots are believed to be in the possession of the clerk’s oﬃce
with postmarks indicating that they were posted on May 13, one day after the May 12 cut date; others
reﬂecting a later date of receipt. Still other ballots are believed to be in the oﬃce of the clerk that have not
been counted for other reasons that we would like to explore.”
While historically only about 10 percent of New Jerseyans vote by mail, for the May elections township
residents had no choice but to do so because of Gov. Phil Murphy’s executive order on the COVID-19
pandemic.
Voter turnout was better than typical for a municipal election, with 10,946 of Montclair’s 30,093 registered
voters mailing in ballots as of the deadline of May 14, representing a 36-percent turnout. In the November
2019 election, only 6,798 Montclairians cast votes.
The complaint claimed that there were problems that aﬀected the vote tally, including decreased hours and
personnel shortages at the post oﬃce on May 11 and 12.
“During this coronavirus pandemic that caused decreased post oﬃce hours and personnel shortages at the
Montclair post oﬃce, we have to make sure that every ballot that should be counted is counted,” Baskerville
said.
The suit cited a news report, not conﬁrmed by the post oﬃce, that the main Montclair post oﬃce closed at 3
p.m. on election day, four hours before its scheduled closing time, due to labor shortages connected to the
pandemic.
“In the extraordinary circumstances of these times, that means not adhering to the general rule that the

return dates for ballots and other post-balloting deadlines be strictly enforced, but rather applied in a manner
that will not deny otherwise valid mail-in ballots from being counted,” the suit reads.
Some of the plaintiﬀs’ ballots were not received by the deadline, while others were rejected due to problems
with their signatures on the envelope. Sixteen states currently have laws allowing voters to cure signatures
that are rejected. New Jersey does not.
In states that allow for veriﬁcation, the voter is contacted, the problem is explained, and the voter is asked to
verify the information. Recently, the New Jersey NAACP and League of Women Voters ﬁled a complaint against
New Jersey’s secretary of state asking that a procedure be established by which voters are notiﬁed of
deﬁciencies in their ballots and then given an opportunity to “cure” their ballots to get them counted.
The suit seeks not only the recount of all ballots and to allow voters whose ballots were rejected to cure them,
but also seeks to prohibit swearing in the “proclaimed victors” until the process is complete.
In preparation for a mostly mail-in statewide primary July 7, Murphy signed an executive order last week
allowing for the primary to be conducted by mail and to allow a seven-day window, stating that all ballots
received up until July 14 would be counted. Some polling locations will also be open in July.
“The governor resolved to adjust the procedure for all of the elections taking place after the May 12 elections
to include both mail-in and in-person voting options. And he decided to include special provisions for
protecting the franchise of traditionally underrepresented residents, e.g., disabled voters, low-income voters,
black and brown voters. These responsive remedial actions assist in highlighting some of the ﬂaws of the
process in place on May 12,” Baskerville said. “The state should have postponed the May 12 elections and put
in place an elections plan that accommodated the known suppressive possibilities.”

Montclair’s mail-in balloting process undergoing
sharp scrutiny

BY JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
Montclair could be a testing ground for maintaining the democratic process when voters can’t leave their
homes to head to the polls during an election. Following the township’s all-vote-by-mail municipal election last
week, some are now calling for reforms or challenging mail-in ballot procedures.
While historically only about 10 percent of New Jerseyans vote by mail, during the May elections they had no
choice but to vote by mail under Gov. Phil Murphy’s executive orders caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
One mayoral candidate wants late-arriving ballots to be counted and might call for a recount of the votes that
were rejected, while the New Jersey NAACP and League of Women Voters have ﬁled a complaint against New
Jersey’s secretary of state asking that a procedure be established by which voters are notiﬁed of deﬁciencies
in their ballots and then given an opportunity to “cure” their ballots to get them counted.
“New Jersey’s signature match policies are seriously ﬂawed. Currently, when a signature on a mail-in ballot is
ﬂagged as a mismatch, a voter’s ballot is rejected without any opportunity to remedy the issue. New Jersey’s
failure to provide vote-by-mail voters with clear and prompt notice of, and an opportunity to cure, signature
related issues is unconstitutional.
Millions of New Jersey voters will receive vote-by-mail ballots ahead of the primary and we must make sure
every eligible vote counts,” said Jesse Burns, executive director of the League of Women Voters.

CERTIFICATION
Mayoral candidate Renee Baskerville, who lost the election by 195 votes, contends that more than 400 ballots
were rejected in Montclair’s election. Linda VonNessi, clerk to the Essex County Board of Elections, said that
219 ballots were rejected due to signatures.
When voters return an absentee ballot, they must sign an aﬃdavit on the ballot envelope.
According to New Jersey’s law on ballot certiﬁcation, election oﬃcials compare the signature on the mail-in
ballot request with the person’s voter registration record on the paper form or the digitized images of the
voter’s signature stored in the statewide voter registration system.
If it is determined that the signatures don’t match up, the clerk marks “disapproved” on the application and
notiﬁes the applicant, stating the reason.
Similarly, mail-in voters sign a certiﬁcate on the ballot envelope. Signatures on the envelope are compared
with the signature and information contained in the request for the mail-in ballot. Signatures that do not
match are rejected.
Eleven states require all returned ballots be notarized.
Sixteen states currently have laws allowing voters to cure signatures that are rejected. New Jersey does not.
In states that allow for veriﬁcation, the voter is contacted, the problem is explained, and the voter is asked to
verify the information. Most states allow for both in-person veriﬁcation or a way for the voter to provide a
signed statement verifying that they are actually the one who signed the ballot, along with a copy of
identiﬁcation.
If the voter fails to respond, the ballot isn’t counted.
The complaint ﬁled by the NAACP and the League states that New Jersey’s failure to provide mail-in voters
with prompt notice of, and an opportunity to cure, signature-related issues is unconstitutional.
“The State of New Jersey guarantees every voter the right to cast their ballot by mail. But each election,
thousands of mail-in voters are eﬀectively disenfranchised when the State rejects their mail-in ballots because
of inadvertent signature-related errors or matters of penmanship. The State gives the voter no opportunity to
remedy the perceived impairment so that their vote may be counted,” it reads.
Also a plaintiﬀ in the complaint is William M. Riggs, a 78-year-old Middlesex County resident who intends to
vote by mail in all future elections. Riggs has Parkinson’s disease, a progressive nervous system disorder that
aﬀects his movement and ultimately his signature.
“As such, he reasonably believes that there is a substantial risk that his signature will be erroneously deemed

inauthentic if compared to an earlier exemplar of his signature,” the complaint reads.

48-hour window
In the Montclair election, ballots had to be postmarked by May 12 and received by the county clerk two days
later, by the evening of May 14, as determined by New Jersey’s 48-hour law, said Durkin.
Baskerville is challenging the 48-hour window.
“During this coronavirus pandemic that caused decreased post oﬃce hours and personnel shortages at the
Montclair Post Oﬃce, we have to make sure that every ballot that should be counted is counted,” she said
abouting pushing for review of all outstanding ballots that were postmarked May 12.
VonNessi said on Wednesday, May 20, the number of ballots that were received after May 14 were 56, but
more could be coming in.
Montclair League President Elizabeth Milner said: “We strongly believe that there should have been a longer
mail-in time for the municipal elections. We also are concerned about the rejection of ballots due to
penmanship errors, without contacting the voter and giving them a chance to correct the error. Especially in
close elections, like our mayoral one.”
In preparation for a mostly all-mail-in statewide primary July 7, Murphy signed an executive order last week
allowing for the primary to be conducted by mail and to allow a seven-day window, stating that all ballots
received up until July 14 would be counted.
Even with the concerns over mail-in ballots, a poll from the Brennan Center, a nonpartisan law and policy
institute, ﬁnds that four out of ﬁve Americans believe states should give all voters the option of mail ballots
during the November election. The poll was conducted by the Benenson Strategy Group between March
22-24.

Election results ﬁnal with Spiller winning
mayoral seat

BY JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
The certiﬁed vote tally for Montclair’s 2020 municipal election shows Sean Spiller with a 195-vote win over
Renee Baskerville in the race for mayor, according to the Essex County clerk’s oﬃce.
Out of 10,748 votes for mayor, Spiller garnered 5,445 votes (50.66 percent) to Baskerville’s 5,250 (48.6

percent).
It was a historic election for Montclair as polls were closed for the ﬁrst time due to the pandemic and state of
emergency. The vote was conducted by mail-in ballot only, with ballots counted if they were postmarked no
later than May 12 and received by the county by Thursday night, May 14, said Essex County Clerk Christopher
Durkin.
The county released initial results last Tuesday, May 12, reﬂecting ballots received to that point. All seven
candidates who were leading Tuesday remained ahead in the ﬁnal tally.
The mayoral race was the tightest of those seven elections; Spiller held a 430-vote advantage over Baskerville
Tuesday night, but ballots counted Wednesday and Thursday cut that lead in half.
Given the small margin of victory, and Montclair serving as New Jersey’s inaugural pilot test of an all-vote-bymail election, Baskerville said that she is “exploring every manner of options.”
“Where 8 percent of the ballots were rejected, during this Coronavirus pandemic that caused decreased post
oﬃce hours and personnel shortages at the Montclair post oﬃce, we have to make sure that every ballot that
should be counted is counted,” she said by email Monday, adding that she believed were there more than 400
ballots “not yet considered,” and more still coming in.
“Every ballot that could have and should have been counted must be fully and fairly counted. We eagerly
anticipate an expedited review of all outstanding ballots to ensure that all who cast their ballots in a timely
manner are counted,” she said.
Gov. Phil Murphy signed an executive order last week allowing for the July 7 primaries to be conducted by mail
and that all ballots received up until July 14 will be considered valid and will be counted.
Voters selected a new Township Council featuring three incumbents and three new faces, including a mix of
the candidate slates headed by Spiller and Baskerville: four members of Spiller’s “Montclair 2020 Progress in
Action” slate won their races, along with two members of Baskerville’s “Your Voice Montclair” team.
In the race for two council-at-large seats, of the 20,898 votes cast, Peter Yacobellis (Your Voice) and
incumbent Bob Russo (Montclair 2020) came out on top, with 5,472 and 4,915 votes, respectively. They
defeated Roger Terry (Montclair 2020) at 4,577, James Cotter (Your Voice) at 4,311 and independent
candidate Carmel Loughman at 1,587.
With 2,925 votes counted for the First Ward council seat, incumbent William Hurlock (Montclair 2020)
garnered 1,681 votes, while John Hearn (Your Voice) took in 1,241.
For Second Ward, with 3,075 ballots counted, incumbent Robin Schlager (Montclair 2020) received 1,763
votes, while Christina ”Chrissy” Thomas (Your Voice) received 1,305.
In the Third Ward election, Lori Price Abrams (Montclair 2020) garnered 1,295 votes, while Maggie Joralemon

(Your Voice) received 1,001 with 2,307 votes counted.
And in the Fourth Ward, David Cummings (Your Voice) ran unopposed and received 1,915 of 1,942 votes cast.
Voters voted for mayor, two council-at large positions, and one council position depending on their address.
Although candidates couldn’t campaign by traditional means of knocking on doors and meet and greets due to
the state of emergency, candidates took to social media to get their views out.
And voter turnout was better than typical for a municipal election, with 10,946 of Montclair’s 30,093
registered voters mailing in ballots, representing a 36 percent turnout. During last year’s November election,
21 percent of the voters headed to the polls; in the last municipal election in May 2016, only 7.9 percent of
the then-28,465 registered voters voted.
WINNERS TALK PRIORITIES
The new council will take over on July 1 and will have to ﬁrst deal with the pandemic and how it aﬀects the
health of Montclair’s residents and the future of the township during the economic downturn the state of
emergency has wrought. Other issues will include development, housing aﬀordability, taxes and budgeting for
the future.
Spiller said the town will face unprecedented challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Teamwork will be critical to confronting these challenges,” he said. “That includes bringing together diverse
perspectives to address this crisis and its impact on our community. We’ve worked hard over the last eight
years to make Montclair more ﬁnancially sustainable… during that time we’ve been able to reduce our debt
and achieve bond rating upgrades. Because of this work, we are in a stronger position to confront our
challenges.”
He said the focus will be on ﬁnding ways to further protect public health, help small businesses to restart.
Upon taking oﬃce, he plans to create a coronavirus recovery task force that will bring in experts, members of
our small business community and nonproﬁt leaders to help Montclair get back on its feet.
“Beyond COVID-19, I will be laser focused on making Montclair more ﬁnancially sustainable, while protecting
the things that make Montclair special,” Spiller said.
Yacobellis, a ﬁrst-term councilman, said he is most concerned with the economic impact of COVID-19.
“The dramatic drop in revenues the township will see and how we will account for that. I would not favor tax
increases of any kind at this time. I would be willing to investigate borrowing. I would advocate hiring a grant
writer as soon as possible so we can immediately begin looking for and obtaining other sources of revenue,”
he said.
A top priority for Yacobellis is transportation and parking. He would like to see the implementation of the SAFE

Streets plan, bike paths and an increase of senior transportation modes.
Councilman-at-large Russo said he will explore ways for continued basic services, such as public works, road
maintenance, refuse collection and recycling, public safety and rapid constituent response.
“We will have to lobby the state and federal governments for the emergency funds we are due, appropriated
by Congress, to keep our service levels stable and our town workforce whole. Getting small businesses back
on their feet will be critical. We must rebuild our successful local economy which has attracted so many here
over the years, and protect both our municipal workforce and the employees of our great small business
community,” he said.
Russo, who would be entering his third term in July, said that another issue needing to be tackled is healthcare
reform.
“Healthcare, in addition to the economic focus, will be a priority for a long time after this pandemic. We may
have gotten into this crisis because of bad practices in the past, so social distancing, better hygiene, and
enforcement of regulations by our Health Department staﬀ will be a continuing priority for the future,
especially in our schools, senior housing and gathering places such as parks. Remote learning may become
more common, with a real priority of working with our educators and school leadership to provide continued
instruction during this crisis and beyond,” Russo said.
Lori Price Abrams, the Third Ward victor, said the ﬁrst issue to face with the COVID-19 crisis is getting
residents adequate food resources.
“We have incredible institutions in our community, such as Toni’s Kitchen and Human Needs Food Pantry,
which have mobilized sophisticated responses, expanding their operations to ensure that neighbors do not go
hungry during this extended crisis period. As the economy is sputtering with many local businesses unable to
function, it can be expected that these conditions will not resolve soon. As a councilor, I will be engaged with
leaders like Anne Mernin and Mike Bruno, as well as leaders of the faith community who are engaged to bring
food relief for neighbors in safe, socially distant ways,” Price Abrams said.
Establishing the recovery task force, with recruitment of locals with diverse voices and experience to serve
and quickly mobilize will be among the ﬁrst steps to help residents and businesses recover, she said.
New to public service, Price Abrams said she will focus on getting to know the position and the needs of my
constituents.
“I will engage in meetings to learn the COVID-related and ongoing concerns of the constituencies such as
members of the downtown business community, renters, seniors, and families with children, and others,” Price
Abrams said.
Cummings, the new Fourth Ward Councilman, said creating the COVID-19 task force will be paramount in
meeting the needs of residents — businesses, schools, families and especially our seniors — while recovering
from the pandemic.

Beyond COVID-19, newcomer Cummings said he wants to get to know his colleagues and work in a
collaboration to address issues for Fourth Ward constituents as well as the rest of the town.
Hurlock, who would be entering his third consecutive term representing the First Ward, did not respond to an
invitation for comment on the issues that Montclair faces. Schlager, who likewise is set to serve the Second
Ward for a third term, said she could not respond to Montclair Local by press time.

Montclair election results: Spiller ahead of
Baskerville by 195 votes

by JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
The updated vote tally for Montclair’s 2020 municipal election shows Sean Spiller with an unoﬃcial 195-vote
win over Renee Baskerville in the race for mayor, according to the Essex County clerk’s oﬃce Friday night.
Out of 10,748 votes for mayor being counted as of Friday, Spiller had garnered 5,445 votes (50.66 percent) to
Baskerville’s 5,250 (48.6 percent).
It was a historic election for Montclair as polls were closed for the ﬁrst time due to the pandemic and state of
emergency. The vote was conducted by mail-in ballot only, with ballots counted if they were postmarked no
later than May 12 and received by the county by Thursday night, May 14, said Essex County Clerk Christopher
Durkin.
The county released initial results on Tuesday night, reﬂecting ballots received to that point. All seven
candidates who were leading Tuesday remained ahead on Friday.

Sean Spiller

The mayoral race was the tightest of those seven elections; Spiller held a 430-vote advantage over Baskerville
Tuesday night, but ballots counted Wednesday and Thursday cut that lead in half.
Final results and oﬃcial winners will be certiﬁed by the county clerk on Monday, May 18.
The current leaders are a mix of the candidate slates headed by Spiller and Baskerville, with four members of
Spiller’s “Montclair 2020 Progress in Action” slate ahead, along with two members of Baskerville’s “Your Voice
Montclair” team.

Renee Baskerville

In the race for two council-at-large seats, of the 20,898 votes cast, Peter Yacobellis (Your Voice) and Bob
Russo (Montclair 2020) are the current leaders, with 5,472 and 4,915 votes, respectively. They are followed by
Roger Terry (Montclair 2020) at 4,577, James Cotter (Your Voice) at 4,311 and independent candidate Carmel
Loughman at 1,587.
With 2,925 votes counted for the First Ward council seat, incumbent William Hurlock (Montclair 2020)
garnered 1,681 votes, while John Hearn (Your Voice) took in 1,241.
For Second Ward, with 3,075 ballots counted, incumbent Robin Schlager (Montclair 2020) received 1,763
votes, while Christina ”Chrissy” Thomas (Your Voice) received 1,305.
In the Third Ward election, Lori Price Abrams (Montclair 2020) garnered 1,295 votes, while Maggie Joralemon
(Your Voice) received 1,001 with 2,307 votes counted.
David Cummings (Your Voice) will be Montclair’s next Fourth Ward councilman; he ran unopposed and
received 1,915 of 1,942 votes cast.
Voters voted for mayor, two council-at large positions, and one council position depending on their address.
Although candidates couldn’t campaign by traditional means of knocking on doors and meet and greets due to
the state of emergency, candidates took to social media to get their views out.
And voter turnout was better than typical for a municipal election, with more than one-third of the 30,093
registered Montclair voters mailing in ballots. During last year’s November election, 21 percent of the voters
headed to the polls; in the last municipal election in 2016, only 7.9 percent of the then-28,465 registered
voters voted.

UNOFFICIAL WINNERS TALK PRIORITIES
The new council will take over on July 1 and will have to ﬁrst deal with the pandemic and how it aﬀects the
health of Montclair’s residents and the future of the township during the economic downturn the state of
emergency has wrought. Other issues will include development, housing aﬀordability, taxes and budgeting for
the future.
Spiller said the town will face unprecedented challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Teamwork will be critical to confronting these challenges,” he said. “That includes bringing together diverse
perspectives to address this crisis and its impact on our community. We’ve worked hard over the last eight
years to make Montclair more ﬁnancially sustainable… during that time we’ve been able to reduce our debt
and achieve bond rating upgrades. Because of this work, we are in a stronger position to confront our
challenges.”

He said the focus will be on ﬁnding ways to further protect public health, help small businesses to restart.
Upon taking oﬃce, he plans to create a coronavirus recovery task force that will bring in experts, members of
our small business community and nonproﬁt leaders to help Montclair get back on its feet.
“Beyond COVID-19, I will be laser focused on making Montclair more ﬁnancially sustainable, while protecting
the things that make Montclair special,” Spiller said.
Yacobellis, who would be a ﬁrst-term councilperson, said he is most concerned with the economic impact of
COVID-19.
“The dramatic drop in revenues the township will see and how we will account for that. I would not favor tax
increases of any kind at this time. I would be willing to investigate borrowing. I would advocate hiring a grant
writer as soon as possible so we can immediately begin looking for and obtaining other sources of revenue,”
he said.
A top priority for Yacobellis is transportation and parking. He would like to see the implementation of the SAFE
Streets plan, bike paths and an increase of senior transportation modes.
Councilman-at-large Russo said he will explore ways for continued basic services, such as public works, road
maintenance, refuse collection and recycling, public safety and rapid constituent response.
“We will have to lobby the state and federal governments for the emergency funds we are due, appropriated
by Congress, to keep our service levels stable and our town workforce whole. Getting small businesses back
on their feet will be critical. We must rebuild our successful local economy which has attracted so many here
over the years, and protect both our municipal workforce and the employees of our great small business
community,” he said.
Russo, who would be entering his third term in July, said that another issue needing to be tackled is healthcare
reform.
“Healthcare, in addition to the economic focus, will be a priority for a long time after this pandemic. We may
have gotten into this crisis because of bad practices in the past, so social distancing, better hygiene, and
enforcement of regulations by our Health Department staﬀ will be a continuing priority for the future,
especially in our schools, senior housing and gathering places such as parks. Remote learning may become
more common, with a real priority of working with our educators and school leadership to provide continued
instruction during this crisis and beyond,” Russo said.
Lori Price Abrams, the unoﬃcial Third Ward victor, said the ﬁrst issue to face with the COVID-19 crisis is
getting residents adequate food resources.
“We have incredible institutions in our community, such as Toni’s Kitchen and Human Needs Food Pantry,
which have mobilized sophisticated responses, expanding their operations to ensure that neighbors do not go
hungry during this extended crisis period. As the economy is sputtering with many local businesses unable to
function, it can be expected that these conditions will not resolve soon. As a councilor, I will be engaged with

leaders like Anne Mernin and Mike Bruno, as well as leaders of the faith community who are engaged to bring
food relief for neighbors in safe, socially distant ways,” Price Abrams said.
Establishing the recovery task force, with recruitment of locals with diverse voices and experience to serve
and quickly mobilize will be among the ﬁrst steps to help residents and businesses recover, she said.
New to public service, Price Abrams said she will focus on getting to know the position and the needs of my
constituents.
“I will engage in meetings to learn the COVID-related and ongoing concerns of the constituencies such as
members of the downtown business community, renters, seniors, and families with children, and others,” Price
Abrams said.
Cummings, the new Fourth Ward Councilman, said creating the COVID-19 task force will be paramount in
meeting the needs of residents — businesses, schools, families and especially our seniors — while recovering
from the pandemic.
Beyond COVID-19, newcomer Cummings said he wants to get to know his colleagues and work in a
collaboration to address issues for Fourth Ward constituents as well as the rest of the town.
Hurlock, who would be entering his third consecutive term representing the First Ward, did not respond to an
invitation for comment on the issues that Montclair faces. Schlager, who likewise is set to serve the Second
Ward for a third term, said she could not respond to Montclair Local by press time.

ELECTIONS: Spiller leads in mail-in votes so far

BY JAIMIE JULIA WINTERS
winters@montclairlocal.news
A portion of the mail-in ballots in Montclair’s 2020 municipal election have been counted, with Sean Spiller
taking the lead in the mayoral race against Renee Baskerville as of tonight, May 12, according to the Essex
County clerk’s oﬃce.
Out of 7,639 votes for mayor being counted as of 9 p.m. Tuesday, Spiller held a 430-vote lead, having
received 4,027 votes (52.72 percent) to Baskerville’s 3,577 (46.83 percent).
Due to the pandemic and state of emergency, the polls were closed to voters for the ﬁrst time in history and
votes could only be conducted through mail-in ballots postmarked no later than today, May 12.
Numbers reported by the county will change as the remaining ballots come in over the next few days. The
ﬁnal votes will be tallied up until May 14 as allowed by law, said Essex County Clerk Christopher Durkin. Final
totals are expected to be announced on Friday, May 15.
In the elections for Montclair’s six Township Council seats, the current leaders are a mix of the candidate
slates headed by Spiller and Baskerville, with four members of Spiller’s “Montclair 2020 Progress in Action”
slate ahead, along with two members of Baskerville’s “Your Voice Montclair” team.
In the race for two council-at-large seats, of the 14,827 votes cast, Peter Yacobellis (Your Voice) and Bob
Russo (Montclair 2020) are the current leaders, with 3,728 and 3,640 votes, respectively. They are followed by
Roger Terry (Montclair 2020) at 3,381, James Cotter (Your Voice) at 2,957 and independent candidate Carmel
Loughman at 1,098.

With 2,043 votes counted for the First Ward council seat, incumbent William Hurlock (Montclair 2020)
garnered 1,246, while John Hearn (Your Voice) took in 795.
For Second Ward, with 2,133 ballots counted, incumbent Robin Schlager (Montclair 2020) received 1,251
votes, while Christina ”Chrissy” Thomas (Your Voice) received 876.
In the Third Ward election, Lori Price Abrams (Montclair 2020) garnered 963 votes, while Maggie Joralemon
(Your Voice) received 729 with 1,698 votes counted so far.
David Cummings (Your Voice) will be Montclair’s next Fourth Ward councilman; he ran unopposed and has
received 1,365 votes thus far.
Voters voted for mayor, two council-at large positions, and one council position depending on their address.

Montclair Votes 2020: Montclair Local’s election
information hub

Montclair’s 2020 municipal elections will take place — by mail-in ballot only due to the COVID-19 pandemic —
through Tuesday, May 12. Ballots were mailed out to registered voters last month. If you are registered in
Montclair and have not received your ballot, visit the Essex County Clerk’s website to apply for a replacement.
All seven positions on Montclair’s Township Council will be up for election: the mayor, two at-large council
seats, and four ward council seats. Voters will vote for one mayor, two at-large councilors, and a councilor for
the ward in which they live.

>>>READ MORE: How does Montclair’s form of government work? What responsibilities do our
elected oﬃcials have? Find out in this primer from the League of Women Voters.

There are 14 candidates in total, representing one slate of seven candidates, one slate of six candidates, and
one independent candidate. Voters are voting for individuals, not entire slates.
The “Montclair 2020 Progress in Action” slate includes Sean Spiller (mayor), Bob Russo and Roger Terry (atlarge), William Hurlock (First Ward), Robin Schlager (Second Ward), and Lori Price Abrams (Third Ward).

The “Your Voice Montclair” slate includes Renee Baskerville (mayor), James Cotter and Peter Yacobellis (atlarge), John Hearn (First Ward), Christina Thomas (Second Ward), Marguerite Joralemon (Third Ward), and
David Cummings (Fourth Ward).
Running independently is Carmel Loughman (at-large).
Below, you will ﬁnd all of Montclair Local’s coverage of the municipal election, including issue statements from
the candidates themselves, coverage of several election forums hosted by Montclair organizations, election
news, and opinions from Montclair residents:

Meet the candidates
The candidates provided us their biographies, which you can read by clicking here.
Additionally, Montclair Local reached out to all 14 candidates for a Q&A on some of the key issues facing the
township in the future. Their answers can be found on the following links:
Mayoral candidates Renee Baskerville and Sean Spiller.
At-large candidates James Cotter, Carmel Loughman, Bob Russo, Roger Terry, and Peter Yacobellis.
First Ward candidates John Hearn and Bill Hurlock.
Second Ward candidates Robin Schlager and Christina Thomas.
Third Ward candidates Lori Price Abrams and Marguerite Joralemon.
Fourth Ward candidate David Cummings.

Candidates’ forums
The mayoral candidates discussed education and equity issues in a May 1 forum hosted by the NAACP
Youth Council and the Montclair High School Black Student Union. Click here to watch the entire forum on
YouTube.
The mayoral candidates also discussed education at an April 27 forum hosted by Montclair’s Parent
Teacher Association Council.
All 14 candidates took part in an April 22 forum on a variety of issues, hosted by the League of Women
Voters, Aging In Montclair, and Montclair Local. Click here to watch the entire forum on YouTube.

Election news coverage
The election season kicked oﬀ with the Feb. 10 announcement that Spiller and Baskerville would be
running for mayor; that same week, Mayor Jackson did not deny a report that he would not seek reelection. The ﬁnal list of 14 candidates in the 2020 election was ﬁnalized on March 9.
The shape of the 2020 election changed dramatically because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Gov. Murphy’s
State of Emergency order led to the election being moved to a mail-in-ballot-only format. How did
Montclair’s candidates manage to campaign and get their message out to voters? We checked in with the
campaigns to ﬁnd out.
The candidates ﬁled their fundraising reports with the state, with mayoral candidate Sean Spiller ($36,835)
and at-large council candidate Peter Yacobellis ($28,398) having raised the most individually of the 14
candidates.
A watchdog group claims that Sean Spiller has a conﬂict of interest due to his role with the NJEA, the
state’s teacher’s union. Spiller ﬁres back, accusing the group of being a well-ﬁnanced right-wing
organization that is “trying to buy the local election in Montclair.”

Opinion pieces
Letters to the Editor, May 7: On the Montclair elections
Mayor Robert Jackson endorses Spiller and his slate

Montclair Votes 2020: Mayoral candidates on
the issues

Montclair’s 2020 municipal election is underway right now, with voters asked to mail in their ballots by May
12. Voters will choose a new mayor and six Township Council seats in the town’s nonpartisan elections. To
help Montclair residents make an informed choice, Montclair Local asked all 14 municipal candidates a series
of questions on some of the key issues facing the town going forward.
In the mayoral election, voters will choose between current Fourth Ward Councilwoman Renee Baskerville
and current Third Ward Councilman Sean Spiller. Incumbent Robert Jackson is not seeking election this year.

Montclair is one of the towns in New Jersey where the mayor appoints Board of Ed members and a
council member to the Board of School Estimate. Are you in favor of this, and do you feel you
would have any conﬂicts in doing so?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: Our form of government is a Faulkner II form of government. I am in favor of this form
of government. It provides many choices for communities with a preference for a strong executive and
professional management of municipal aﬀairs.

The function of the mayor in this type of government is relatively the same as the other council members,
with few exceptions, including: (1) she presides over the council meetings (2) appoints the HPC; (3)appoints
the Library Board; (4) appoints the Environmental Commission; and (5) appoints members of the BOE, one
member of the BOSE, and serves on the BOSE.
If I were not willing and/or able to execute any one of these responsibilities, I would consider it an abdication
or dereliction of duty except in limited cases; a nulliﬁcation of the distinguishing factors between the position
of mayor and town councilors.
SEAN SPILLER: Public education is one of the most important services local government provides. Our
excellent public schools are a big reason my wife Lauren and I chose Montclair to raise our growing family.
Montclair residents have voted overwhelmingly to maintain an appointed board. An informed electorate,
choosing our mayor at the ballot box, even with an appointed board, provides Montclair voters with a voice. As
a parent and educator, I believe in the value of public education and have a deep interest in giving our
students what they need. So, who would be better for education than an educator?
As a Montclair homeowner and taxpayer, I have a vested interest in delivering value for our tax dollars.
As mayor, I will fulﬁll my duty to appoint independent Board of Education members who share the goal of
providing the best education for our students at the very best value to taxpayers.

What do you see as the number one problem facing Montclair’s educational system? What would
solve it?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: Without the consistency of a seasoned superintendent, preferably someone who is
familiar with the history of how and why our Montclair public schools and the magnet system came to be, it
will continue to be diﬃcult for us to once again become “Blue Ribbon“ schools, a school district where people
will use Montclair as an example of greatness.
The individual selected needs to have a background that includes being around people from all walks of life,
and having an understanding of why it is important to demonstrate the diversity of our population in our
classrooms.
If we can put this in place, and have that individual understand the importance of championing rigorous and
diverse learning environments for all students, then I believe that we will be moving in the right direction.
SEAN SPILLER: The biggest challenge we face is the lack of resources from the federal government and
state. We face underfunding from both each year and it has forced us to try and do more with less and less.
This is not to understate, though, the need for more stability at the superintendent level.
That said, our students, our educators, our parents, and our community are extremely resourceful and

resilient.
Our magnet system remains the envy of the state and provides an excellent education for our students.
The focus on a restorative justice culture is fast becoming an example for schools throughout the state. The
work is transformative and keeps our students as the leaders in addressing our challenges, including student
outcomes.
Overall, we should be proud of our public schools. Our schools remain the top reason why generations have
grown roots here and why young families continue to choose Montclair.

What are your thoughts on the gentriﬁcation of Montclair? What speciﬁcally could be done to
help keep Montclair diverse?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: I have seen negative gentriﬁcation in Montclair both in historically lower
socioeconomic areas and with seniors on a ﬁxed income. During the past eight years I have been intently
focused on how to best address this. I was excited, when after several years of no movement by council to
adopt an ordinance to give our municipal employees a priority with workforce aﬀordable housing that would
allow them to live where they work, my council colleagues joined me in voting in favor of this ordinance.
Because we met our Coalition on Aﬀordable Housing (COAH) requirements our township decided to opt out of
COAH. Instead of having local residents compete in the drawing for an aﬀordable unit, with residents from all
over, moving forward our aﬀordable housing will be for Montclair residents.
We need to continue to work with our seniors to ensure age diversity, address the housing needs of persons
who are diﬀerently abled and housing for our veterans.
SEAN SPILLER: Keeping our diversity is paramount. We have long recognized that our diversity with regard
to race, socioeconomic status, religion, age, sexual orientation, and more is the key to our strength. While
some at the national level seek to divide us, we remain committed to the many things that connect us.
While taking actions to ensure we remain welcoming to all, I am proud that we have also taken the ﬁrst step
around issues like rent control, which has never been successful before. Such controls for our residents, with
speciﬁc safeguards for seniors, allow our friends and neighbors to stay in Montclair.
I am proud that because we are one of the few towns that has met our legal obligation for aﬀordable housing,
we are oﬀering Montclair residents and township employees aﬀordable housing, so they also can aﬀord to
remain part of our wonderful community.

Many recent developments have not set aside 20 percent of new residential units as aﬀordable as

required by a township council ordinance. Do you believe in the 20 percent set-aside? How can
more aﬀordable housing be created? Are you for or against rent control?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: I think that the 20 percent set-aside for aﬀordability in multi-unit developments is a
starting point. In order to maintain and expand our township diversity, we must begin to think beyond just
economics and look at people who are diﬀerently abled, veterans, persons of all ages, people with extendedfamily households, and other housing needs. More aﬀordable housing can be created through education.
The ﬁrst thing that we need to do is to educate people about what aﬀordable housing is and is not. We need to
show people many of the beautiful, aﬀordable housing options.
Rising rents and unsustainable housing costs are wreaking havoc on Montclair families. Far too many are
spending more than one-third of their income for housing. Fair market rent for housing continues to rise.
Without the rent control ordinance which I am happy to have worked on collaboratively with many
knowledgeable people of good will for years, we were ﬁnally able to get the rest of our Council to support. We
certainly can create more aﬀordable housing in all areas of Montclair. Our failure as a township to address
some of the zoning laws that create racial segregation have prevented us from creating more aﬀordable
housing and more housing options for all.
SEAN SPILLER: The ordinance allocating for 20 percent aﬀordable housing is one I applaud for its foresight.
As redevelopment plans allow for varying aﬀordable housing percentages by law, I will strive to gain as much
community beneﬁt in any such plan without undermining the commitment to our diversity.
As noted previously, we have taken aﬀordability a step further by speciﬁcally dedicating our aﬀordable
housing to Montclair residents and township employees. The rent control ordinance I was proud to introduce
will further help to keep our community aﬀordable.
Through our debt reduction of more than $60 million dollars, we have allowed for millions of extra dollars to
go to community services, while having a municipal tax increase average about 1 percent over the last eight
years (including 0 percent the last two). Keeping increases low or at zero also helps to keep Montclair
aﬀordable.
Of course, I am constantly looking for ways to do even more.

What ideas do you have to solve parking problems in Montclair? Are you for or against lifting the
overnight ban and should residents get priority on lot permits?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: We are in the process of building several parking decks, which should give us some
relief. As we revisit our aﬀordable housing and create opportunities for our young, ﬁrst-time employed
millennials to return to their hometown, we will notice that we will get some relief in parking. Many of our
millennials will prefer Uber or Lyft. When we ﬁnally get the Pedestrian Safety Plan into our master plan and get
“Montclair Moving’” people will begin to appreciate, more, the value in them walking. We will be able to use
technology more and be able to locate the nearest parking spot by an app.

I am not in favor of an across-the-board removal of the overnight parking ban. I know that we have work to do
regarding overnight parking. While I am still exploring options, I am intrigued by the idea that people who
have special needs to park on the street overnight may make a case for so doing. Many residents who live in
Montclair do so because of the beauty of our suburban township. They enjoy the tree-lined residential streets
with beautiful ﬂowers. They enjoy the quiet evenings of not listening to cars pull up to park in front of their
homes and listen to the radio at a level loud enough to wake them up or worse, idling.
SEAN SPILLER: The master plan, which is developed through community input and reviewed by state law
every 10 years, calls for two new parking decks. I am thrilled about the fact that we are currently adding two
decks and what that means for my neighbors and our residents. The addition of well over 400 new parking
spaces will be a huge help in alleviating some of the challenges we have all experienced.
Speciﬁcally to our streets and lots, I hear from many residents that are looking for more restrictions with
regard to parking in front of their homes and equally as many that want to ease those restrictions. As such, we
are probably at the balance needed. I do support residents having priority for permits for our lots.

Does the new demolition oversight law go far enough in preserving Montclair’s history and
character? What else would help?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: The Demolition Oversight Law is just one of the ways that we address preserving
history and character in town.
We have the Montclair History Center and various community groups in town that are dedicated to helping to
preserve the history of our township, photographers, authors, people doing oral histories, our museum, people
doing movies are a few of the other ways that we preserve history.
It would be very helpful if we give more thought to preserving the character of a neighborhood when folks
want to build things that clearly change the character of a neighborhood. The DOL will be adequate when it is
passed with “the teeth.”
I think that the ﬁnal decision should be at the council level.
SEAN SPILLER: Thankfully, we were able to pass this ordinance to help preserve the history and character of
Montclair’s structures. It is as strong as legally possible, and we worked with our township attorney and others
to be sure of that.
But there are many roads to the same end and I also keep in mind the big picture. While we ﬁght for diversity,
aﬀordability, small businesses, and strong public schools, it encourages people to stay here and come here
who care and respect our rich history. Preserving our charm is an attitude, rather than a single ordinance.

Montclair has undergone a huge redevelopment boom in the last ﬁve years. How do you see this
aﬀecting Montclair, both good and bad?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: In the past 5 years the development projects we undertook were Seymour Street in
2016, Hackensack UMC Mountainside in 2016, and we most recently amended the Hanes Redevelopment Plan
in 2019.
Although the Seymour plan was given an Achievements in Planning Award, it will signiﬁcantly change the
character of that neighborhood. Seymour will have 200 units and 20 aﬀordable units, 224 parking spaces and
30,000 square feet of retail in one building, and two stories of oﬃce space and ﬁve ﬂoors of parking in another
building. The vision is for the area to be a regional arts and entertainment destination including the Wellmont
Theater. While this is very exciting, I recognize that home will never be the same for the near homeowners
and residents who have lived in that neighborhood for decades.
HUMCM was a collaborative plan with Glen Ridge. This redevelopment project transformed a 68,000-squarefoot nursing home into a 45,000-square-foot medical oﬃce space. We lost the battle to maintain some homes
in that area that could have been used for aﬀordable housing. Another concern we overcame was ﬁguring out
how to minimize heavy trucks passing through our residential neighborhoods. The rest of the project provided
a welcome addition and a better pedestrian safety plan for that area.
SEAN SPILLER: While seeing towns around ours growing as well, there is no question that Montclair remains
the place that people want to be. With our numerous train stations, our diverse community, and our
progressive values, we proudly embody what many want to be a part of.
Capturing the upside of that for a vibrant downtown while providing the infrastructure needed — in the
process of adding two new parking decks for example — is the balance that is needed.
As the tag line for Montclair notes — “Where the Suburb Meets the City” — we need to preserve our spot in
the middle. It is part of what deﬁnes us, so we need to and will remain committed to that Montclair ideal.

What is an issue in town (not otherwise addressed) that you feel strongly about, and how would
you approach it if elected?
RENEE BASKERVILLE: You have done a great job in asking questions pertaining to things that I feel are
extremely important. I thank you for this.
In addition, I continue to feel very strongly about trying to oﬀer a universal pre-K for our early learners from
age 3 on. We will need this more than ever as we begin to recover from the recession/ depression that will
result from the eﬀects of coronavirus. An opportunity for our early learners to sit side-by-side in pre-K
beginning at age 3 and learning with and from people with diverse backgrounds will better position us to close
the 70,000-word gap between students of diﬀering socioeconomic strata, and otherwise assist in addressing
the overall education gap. We can achieve this as a collaborative partnership and perhaps a public/private

partnership. Because of this it will be necessary for the elected oﬃcials and the appointed oﬃcials and all of
our residents to work together
SEAN SPILLER: As we come through the devastating consequences of this global pandemic, our community
will face unprecedented challenges. Our immediate focus is and must remain on saving lives. We must also
assist residents in need due to the economic and emotional devastation that COVID-19 is also causing.
But as we do move to the horizon of a new day, we will need strong leadership that harnesses the immense
power of our community. We will need to rely on our small businesses, our non-proﬁt groups, our faith leaders,
our government and all of us together to help each other up. I can lead us.
I have proposed a coronavirus task force, comprised of individuals noted above, to assess our need, determine
our community resources and become a one-stop-shop for our rebuilding eﬀorts.
This will not be easy, but we are Montclair. We come together when needed and this will be no exception.

Montclair Votes 2020: At-large council
candidates on the issues

Montclair’s 2020 municipal election is underway right now, with voters asked to mail in their ballots by May
12. Voters will choose a new mayor and six Township Council seats in the town’s nonpartisan elections. To

help Montclair residents make an informed choice, Montclair Local asked all 14 municipal candidates a series
of questions on some of the key issues facing the town going forward.
Five residents are running for two at-large Township Council seats. Candidates include incumbent at-large
councilman Bob Russo, as well as James Cotter, Carmel Loughman, Roger Terry, and Peter Yacobellis.
Incumbent Rich McMahon is not seeking re-election.

What do you see as the number one problem facing Montclair’s educational system? What would
solve it?
JAMES COTTER: As a public school teacher for 22 years, in a district whose demographics, socio-economic
and educational challenges mirror those of Montclair, I have spent my career in the trenches of education
reform.
And as a Watchung Elementary parent, the excellence of our system is of utmost importance to me. We must
start by ﬁnding permanent, progressive and transparent leaders for our BOE and for our superintendent.
Stabilizing leadership at these levels will allow us to confront the critical issues that Montclair faces, including
closing the opportunity gap, addressing inequities, ensuring school readiness and ﬁxing our aging facilities.
Parents across our district are united in the belief that Montclair’s schools must confront the challenge of
reaching every student to enable them to rise to their highest potential.
I look forward to giving voice to those parents and to working with Dr. Baskerville on securing the leadership
our district deserves.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: The inability to hire and retain a school superintendent is leading to a lack of stable
leadership of our school system.
The BOE is in the process of hiring a new superintendent. I expect the Board is examining why retention
seems to be an issue so this can be addressed. Uplifting the achievement of all our students should be the
number one goal of the new superintendent.
But as your readers may know, the mayor appoints the BOE; the BOE manages the school district; the rest of
the town council members have no responsibility for overseeing schools. By law, responsibility for the schools
vests solely in the BOE.
With respect to the school budget, however, the mayor and two town councilors sit on the ﬁve-member Board
of School Estimate. As a councilor, I would be happy to be part of the BOSE, as I have a ﬁnance background.
BOB RUSSO: The health crisis we are facing right now has completely changed the way we teach and learn. I
am dealing with it as an adjunct professor currently in a Public Administration class at MSU.

Our local teachers face the same struggle to communicate with students eﬀectively and interact in the new
online-only learning environment which we have had to adjust to at the university faculty level. The virtual
classroom may make it even harder to address and correct the achievement gap issues in our public schools,
as well as the always diﬃcult issue of teaching special needs children.
More federal and state aid under the long underfunded Individuals with Disabilities Education Act can help
address our ﬁnancial shortfall, which has always been the major concern to me.
Having served as a past member of the Board of School Estimate and as mayor, fair school funding would
solve much of our educational problems.
ROGER TERRY: Montclair has great public schools. The potential for overcrowding is a concern, so the Board
of Education should plan for the possibility that new buildings will need to be added.
PETER YACOBELLIS: It’s unacceptable that our school buildings are falling apart and that our district, once
the envy of the state, no longer enjoys that stature. This negligence is having a detrimental impact on the
quality of our students’ education, their well-being and quality of life, and also threatens our property values.
Fixed costs over which we have little, if any, control comprise roughly 80 percent of the school budget. We
have to have an honest conversation as a community and decide what kind and level of investment is
appropriate to address capital improvements, fund our sports, music and arts programs, and prioritize
equitable education programs.
I would support the town issuing bonds to repair and renovate our school buildings and I would look for other
ways the council can work with the BOE to improve the quality of education.
We also have to consider the impact that declining state revenues may have on our town, resulting from
COVID-19 and be prepared to deal with those.

What are your thoughts on the gentriﬁcation of Montclair? What speciﬁcally could be done to
help keep Montclair diverse?
JAMES COTTER: There are many people who are new to Montclair, but Montclair is not a new place; nor is it a
museum.
The challenge for our community is to balance the need for growth and change with respect and consideration
for the residents who have made Montclair such a diverse and dynamic place to live.
People move to Montclair for its diversity, and paradoxically, their arrival often exacerbates gentriﬁcation. It
would be disingenuous for any candidate to make promises with regards to housing prices; it is simply not the
province of the council.
Still, if we value socioeconomic and racial diversity, as I do, we must ﬁnd creative solutions. One such solution

is to hold the line on municipal tax increases, so that more residents can aﬀord to stay. We can also
encourage new residents to explore our rich history so they can better appreciate what makes Montclair so
unique.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: Gentriﬁcation changes the character of a town. I enjoy living in a town with a
gorgeous array of humanity — teenagers on their skateboards, seniors in my library classes, musicians in the
bars, gospel singers at church, ladies who lunch, bikers in their Spandex shorts, protestors on the corner,
techies on their laptops in coﬀee shops, big men walking little dogs, the young, the old, the rich, the poor.
I want to see all Montclarians ﬂourish and contribute to the uniqueness of our town. This pandemic has tested
the ﬁrmness of the bond of all Montclarians. I believe we are a strong community that cares for each and
every one of our members. I want to keep intact the ethnic, educational, income, and age diversity that is a
salient feature of our town that makes it such a unique community.
Addressing housing aﬀordability is vital to help sustain our diversity.
BOB RUSSO: The need now is to focus on rebuilding the small businesses, homes and lives of so many great
Montclair families who have been impacted by the coronavirus crisis. Things have changed so drastically that
we are in danger of losing our diversity to economic hardship, as well as gentriﬁcation. I have supported state
and federal policies that would assist families with income support and businesses with resources to rebuild
and stay in Montclair during the coming years.
This is a national emergency which can only be met and won with extensive help from the federal and state
governments.
Diversity has been Montclair’s strength and attraction over the many years I have served on the council, and I
would not want to see us become a town of only those from outside who can aﬀord high taxes and rents.
ROGER TERRY: A lot of people move to Montclair because of the diversity and our public schools. Beyond
Montclair, many areas in the region have become more diﬃcult to aﬀord, particularly for minorities.
We will continue to press for aﬀordable housing, rent control and other ways to preserve what makes
Montclair special.
PETER YACOBELLIS: Gentriﬁcation by deﬁnition does mean improvement, but that improvement should be a
rising tide that lifts all boats. It is one thing to restore an abandoned or dilapidated property to its former
glory; it’s another thing to level a property and build something that is out of proportion and character for the
neighborhood and is prohibitively more expensive than neighboring properties. We have to use our zoning
laws to ensure a ratio of home size to lot size that ﬁts the scale and preserves the character of the
neighborhood.
Maintaining Montclair’s diversity is partly accomplished by preserving an aﬀordable housing stock and
increasing public transportation options. But we must also ensure Montclair is a safe place to live, learn and
work by revisiting and challenging the eﬀectiveness of policies that are intended to address racism or

discrimination in the student, worker and resident experience.

Many recent developments have not set aside 20 percent of new residential units as aﬀordable as
required by a township council ordinance. Do you believe in the 20 percent set-aside? How can
more aﬀordable housing be created? Are you for or against rent control?
JAMES COTTER: I have lived in all four wards of Montclair, as a renter, a landlord, a multi-family and a single
family homeowner. I am intimately familiar with issues of aﬀordability, spiraling rents and the need for
landlords to make ends meet.
In the past decade, Montclair has been a desirable place for developers to build, and it will continue to be in
the foreseeable future. Hundreds of market-rate units have been built over the past 10 years, few of which are
designated aﬀordable.
We should abide by the existing ordinance and require developers to adhere to the 20 percent allocation. I am
proud to be running with Dr. Baskerville, whose leadership on aﬀordability, and particularly on rent control,
has ﬁnally come to fruition.
Her common-sense approach, which I subscribe to, has protections for renters facing steep hikes, for landlords
to maintain their properties, and for seniors to age in place.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: Yes, I strongly believe in the 20 percent set-aside for aﬀordable housing in new
development. If developers knew that 20 percent was non-negotiable, they would build that percentage into
their pro forma calculations of land and building cost and manage their balance sheets accordingly.
There has been a lack of support by the town for HOMECorp, the in-town, non-proﬁt that works on aﬀordable
housing issues. I would support HOMECorp.
Zoning ordinances need to be rationalized to spread out lower-scale development to all wards. The wards that
do not have development beneﬁt from the taxes that the development brings in but do not suﬀer the daily
congestion, construction disruptions, traﬃc, pollution, pedestrian safety, etc. issues that those of us who live
in the Third and Fourth Wards suﬀer. Montclarians need reasonable housing options throughout town.
I support a carefully crafted rent stabilization ordinance that takes into account both landlord and tenant
views.
BOB RUSSO: I would like to see more aﬀordable housing for seniors through more developments like we
have in various locations throughout Montclair, not just in the downtown area or in the Fourth Ward.
This will require creative approaches, such as purchasing older apartment complexes along Valley Road and
gaining federal and state resources to rehabilitate and repurpose them for seniors who would like to remain in
Montclair.

Any new developments should have a 20 percent aﬀordable housing set-aside whenever possible and rent
control should be passed and implemented fairly and eﬀectively, so not just senior but all tenants can remain
in Montclair to preserve our diverse housing and creative population.
I have been an advocate for rent control programs since the time I was Mayor in 2000, and I am glad to see
that we are ﬁnally passing an ordinance which will make Montclair more aﬀordable!
ROGER TERRY: I believe our 20 percent aﬀordable housing requirement is reasonable.
Unlike many communities, Montclair has met its state-mandated aﬀordable housing requirements through
2025, but we will continue to ﬁnd additional ways to create aﬀordability.
I am for common sense rent control.
PETER YACOBELLIS: I believe in an enhanced set-aside, better enforcing the 20 percent, and including an
additional 10 percent at a higher tier so that some residents, who may fall between current aﬀordability
thresholds and market rate, have options. This is another way we can preserve the socioeconomic diversity in
our community that we cherish.
I support smart rent control that deviates a bit from the ordinance currently under consideration. We should
address succession. The current ordinance does not protect young adults or roommates from vacancy
decontrol if those primary leaseholders move but they want to remain.
Additionally, we should provide a discounted rate schedule for multi-year leases. An independent body should
set single-year, multi-year, vacancy decontrol and senior rates each year, based on market conditions and
inﬂation.
Lastly, I do believe there should be rent control with a higher cap for three- and four-family units. Dr.
Baskerville’s ordinance included this stock whereas Mr. Spiller’s does not. These make up a signiﬁcant portion
of rentals in town.

What ideas do you have to solve parking problems in Montclair? Are you for or against lifting the
overnight ban and should residents get priority on lot permits?
JAMES COTTER: Our commercial districts are a regional magnet, great for our restaurants, retailers and
entertainment venues. Yet visitors put stress on our parking capacity. To provide relief, two large parking
decks have already been approved and will come online in the near future: one next to the Wellmont Theater
and another on Glenridge Avenue.
I am not in favor of lifting the overnight parking ban. But we need to ﬁnd solutions for residents who don’t
have access to a driveway or have overnight guests.

We can leverage technology to streamline the permit system through the use of apps to track lot usage and
overﬂow. We should require developers to provide adequate resident parking for any new buildings. We can
encourage businesses to utilize valet services. And ﬁnally, we can all help by using rideshare services and by
walking as much as we can. It’s healthier and better for the environment.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: After this pandemic is over, all hands-on-deck will be needed to get our small
businesses and arts venues back on their feet. If there is a slump, parking may not be an issue initially but
let’s look to the future and be ready.
Establish a jitney bus to run on a frequent schedule, from one end of the town to the other, at a reasonable
fare, using smartphone technology to alert users when the bus will arrive. Look into Clifton’s Spanish bus
operation.
Use available technology. Transition to smart parking meters which can facilitate demand-based parking,
change pricing by location, alert enforcement to overdue meters, escalate meter rates for extended use,
adjust price for special events or holiday seasons, and allow data-based decisions.
Develop a Montclair parking app to alert drivers to parking lot availability.
Eliminate the ban on overnight parking in certain areas. Residents should get priority for permits.
BOB RUSSO: Parking can only be solved through the building of more low-level decks that blend in with the
surrounding neighborhoods, such as the Crescent deck, which was developed when I was mayor.
I have advocated the similar placing of smaller and maybe largely underground decks throughout our business
districts in locations close to our train stations. These past eﬀorts have been rejected partly because of a lack
of input by local neighborhood residents and businesses in the planning of such parking facilities. Short of
such structures, there is only one other solution: fewer cars, more mass transit, carpooling and greater use of
bicycles, skateboards, and good old-fashioned walking!
We need to rethink all of our parking regulations in light of the COVID-19 crisis, encouraging and developing
more and safer bike lanes, walking paths and access to mass transit. I certainly think residents should get
priority now on lot permits.
ROGER TERRY: Parking is a challenge throughout the region.
I would work closely with the police department and the township engineers to ﬁnd solutions, including
continuing to create public-private partnerships to add new spaces.
We can also explore solutions like ride-sharing and continuing to strengthen infrastructure to support bicycles
and pedestrians.
PETER YACOBELLIS: We need a 21st-century parking plan for the township that considers the needs of
residents, employees and patrons in an increasingly challenging environment.

We must limit parking variances on big development projects. These variances are granted on careless
assumptions about car ownership and how people behave. Many residents do not live a reasonable walking
distance from the services they need in and outside of town.
We need to explore creative ways to leverage private parking lots that are empty and located in high-volume
areas during peak times when our dining, retail and entertainment locations would beneﬁt from additional
customer parking. I would also look at train station lots on the weekends for additional relief for business
districts.
I do not support lifting the ban on overnight parking altogether. But I do think we need to make changes in
speciﬁc neighborhoods to provide relief to residents who need a place to park overnight.

Does the new demolition oversight law go far enough in preserving Montclair’s history and
character? What else would help?
JAMES COTTER: I have great respect for the history and architecture of Montclair, and as the owner of a
rambling, 110-year-old house, I see what time does to our aging beauties. Mercy!
Replacing windows, ﬁxing porches, and altering facades all require consideration for both preservation and
price.
Owners need ﬂexibility in the maintenance of their properties and the community needs protections against
radical alterations of neighborhoods.
The current ordinance providing a pause on the demolition of certain residential and commercial structures is
a fair compromise between the rights of property owners and the protection of neighborhoods. It was
designed to close a loophole and to clearly lay out the responsibilities of the planning board, zoning board and
the Historic Preservation Commission.
Adding additional properties to the list of signiﬁcant structures, initiated by the homeowner, would help to
identity unique buildings and to protect historic homes in perpetuity.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: I believe the new demolition ordinance will be eﬀective. But this demolition ordinance
is just a small step to preserving Montclair’s history and character.
There is always tension between property rights and what may be seen as government overreach. But these
two clashing concerns can be managed successfully with understanding and cooperation.
It both uplifts our town and enhances property values when construction blends with the surrounding
properties, employs good design principles, and is of lasting quality.
Houses and districts of documented historic value should receive extra protection under town ordinances. It is
important to safeguard the unique heritage of Montclair by preserving resources which reﬂect elements of its

cultural, social, and architectural history. We are very fortunate to have members of our Historic Preservation
Commission and other dedicated people in town with specialized knowledge of preservation principles who are
willing to act as stalwart stewards of our town heritage.
BOB RUSSO: The new demolition oversight regulations are certainly a step in the right direction to prevent
what happened over the last year to privately purchased and destroyed old structures, which were a loss to
Montclair’s history and character.
The planning board, zoning board of adjustment and the planning department must work together with the
township manager and staﬀ to prevent such actions by private developers in the future, and I would support
further regulations and restrictions to protect Montclair’s historic structures, up to the maximum limits of the
law.
ROGER TERRY: The mayor and council took action to create a new safeguard to provide better oversight of
historic property.
I understand after speaking with my colleagues that with the assistance of the township manager and
attorney the ordinance has addressed the situation to the extent that the law allows.
PETER YACOBELLIS: Moving the authority to approve demolition permits for historic structures to the
Historic Preservation Commission was well-intended, but should have been preceded by a systematic and
comprehensive inventory and cataloguing of historic structures that ensures each property has the correct
designation sourced from the historic preservation element of the township’s master plan.
We need to take this step immediately to eliminate the confusion and loopholes that cause much of our
problems in this area. This would allow the commission to expedite some applications that should not be
delayed while the commission addresses those that need to be subjected to a longer process.
Preventing demolition of historic structures is not the only tool for preserving the history and character of our
community. We need to institute more rigorous development standards and oversight to insure builders are
adhering to the approved plans. We cannot allow the dramatic deviations from approved plans that we
currently see.

Montclair has undergone a huge redevelopment boom in the last ﬁve years. How do you see this
aﬀecting Montclair, both good and bad?
JAMES COTTER: Over the past decade, Montclair has experienced signiﬁcant development, sometimes for
the greater good, but more often for the beneﬁt of developers, whose projects have placed undue burdens on
our township. We must ensure that developers are held accountable to residents and that any new projects do
not overwhelm the town’s infrastructure, threaten pedestrian safety or are out of character with our
neighborhoods.

Our master plan provides guidance on the kind of town Montclair aspires to be; walk-able, sustainable, and
vibrant. Our growth has to be smarter and residents must have a voice in the process.
The proposed Lackawanna project is an example of development gone awry. The density was massive, the
parking plan was ill-conceived and the projected supermarket tenant, Lidl, wouldn’t serve the basic food
needs of the Fourth Ward.
We can do better. I will continue to advocate on behalf of residents and protect neighborhoods from
overdevelopment.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: The good: We can all conjure up pictures of sad, dying, derelict towns. Montclair is the
opposite of this. In the last several years, millions of dollars have been invested in Montclair to build retail and
residential projects. This development has increased municipal tax revenues, provided new jobs, improved
retail choices, upgraded and added to housing stock, revitalized fading areas, and contributed to a lively arts
and entertainment scene.
The bad: This development has not been consistently focused on the wishes of the community for open space,
activated sidewalks, buildings in scale with the neighborhood, outstanding architecture that blends in and
complements its surroundings, on-site parking and, most importantly, 20 percent aﬀordable housing.
The eﬀects of the coronavirus pandemic are as yet unknown, but it is highly probable that the pace of
development will be curtailed as banks, developers, contractors, and potential tenants are impacted by the
projected economic downturn.
BOB RUSSO: The attraction of Montclair to outsiders who want to live here is a great thing, and the new
development over the past decade has been very helpful in stabilizing our local property taxes.
However, I would like to see us wind down some of the development, with completion of projects now on line,
so we can refocus on retaining our long-time residents and businesses, many of which are now hurting from
the unexpected health crisis impacting all communities.
My experience over the last few years has been that redevelopment must be balanced by preservation, with
stable taxes, rents and aﬀordable housing for our growing senior population, hard-working families and the
many middle- and lower-income residents who want to stay in Montclair.
This time of crisis makes me more committed to preserving the town we all love and restoring the small
businesses and families impacted by COVID-19.
ROGER TERRY: As someone who was born and raised here, I have mixed emotions on some of the new
development in the township.
As an elected oﬃcial, your job is to balance the needs in the community to create the best possible outcomes
for residents. I have realized that time changes everything and Montclair is no exception.

Montclair’s ﬁnances are on strong footing, due in part to smart management and targeted development in the
downtown area.
We have a lot of great restaurants, theaters and clubs. I do think we should be smart not to over-stress our
resources — police, ﬁre, DPW and schools.
All of the communities around us, like West Orange and Bloomﬁeld, are growing. People want to live in a
wonderful community like Montclair.
This team has shown a lot of leadership and I look forward to working with them to address challenges.
PETER YACOBELLIS: If development is accompanied by the commensurate investment in infrastructure
necessary to support it and appropriate planning for the increased stress and demand for township resources
and services, and protections are in place to preserve the character and charm that makes Montclair a
desirable community to invest in in the ﬁrst place, then the increased number of residents can be good for our
tax base, for foot traﬃc for retailers, restaurants and other local businesses, and will continue to boost home
values.
However, much of the development that has occurred has been hasty and proceeded without input from
residents and the appropriate commissions and committees. The result has, in many cases, been architecture
that is aesthetically displeasing and out of character, unbalanced density, and unsustainable pressure on our
already over-stressed and insuﬃcient roads, parking and schools. Too many high-priced rentals in town also
puts pressure on our existing stock of rental housing, challenging the aﬀordability of Montclair.

What is an issue in town (not otherwise addressed) that you feel strongly about, and how would
you approach it if elected?
JAMES COTTER: Inclusion and citizen engagement are central to healthy local government. I came to the
political process through my neighborhood association and I will encourage others to form similar, hyper-local
groups to empower Montclarians to voice concerns directly to the Council.
No one should feel left out of the process or ignored in the face of bureaucracy. At every level of government,
I will serve as a bulwark and an advocate for issues that impact my neighbors and my community.
I will work with our county leaders to explore shared service agreements. I will work with our congressional
leaders to ﬁnally push for better train service from NJ Transit.
In this time of great challenge, we must all work in collaboration to solve problems and I am committed to
enlisting new residents to volunteer their time and vast expertise to keep Montclair a thriving, diverse and
inclusive place to live.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN: The dire issue of our time will be the aftereﬀects of the coronavirus pandemic.

Immediately upon taking oﬃce the leadership ability of the new council will be tested on these questions:
Is our hospital fully supplied and staﬀed to handle the diminishing crisis? How will the town monitor events to
watch for any uptick in cases? Can our children go back to their classrooms? Should shops reopen? How can
business be supported? Are large gatherings safe? Should our municipal oﬃce workers be back at their desks?
Are parks and playgrounds safe?
Montclarians will receive guidance from medical authorities, and common sense will be called for, but
leadership from town government will be needed to provide reassurance that all measures within the power of
local government will be taken to assure Montclarians that it will be safe to resume normal life and that
government will be a backstop to help.
BOB RUSSO: The biggest issue we all face right now is how to live safely through this unexpected but
perhaps preventable crisis which is taking a toll on our seniors particularly, both physically and ﬁscally, and
our young people through the curtailment of their educational and recreational lives and opportunities.
Also impacted are our many creative small businesses and restaurants, who will need our attention and
support to recover.
A mini-Marshall Plan for our own town is what I want to see in conjunction with the governor’s eﬀorts on the
state level, the county level and the federal level, where most of the resources must come from if we are to all
be made whole again.
Montclair will survive this crisis. We are resilient, we support each other and we will come back out of this time
of crisis stronger and more united together!
ROGER TERRY: I want to focus on developing new programs to help seniors and youth and create interaction
between all of our residents.
PETER YACOBELLIS: Strong leadership and clear communication hasn’t been as prevalent in this crisis as it
could have been. I’d like to see us update our emergency alert and e-newsletter system (Swift911) to an optout vs. opt-in, ensuring that all residents receive vital information. I think we also need reinvigorated social
channels to reach more residents.
We should be a model for how towns adapt to a changing climate and lower their carbon footprint. We need to
invest in more bike/walk friendly infrastructure; replace fallen trees; incentivize the switch from single use
plastics to eco alternatives; partner further with other jurisdictions on clean energy sourcing; and expand our
plastic recycling collection beyond 1, 2 and 5.
Lastly, the Human Rights Campaign recently scored Montclair a 71 out of a possible 122 points on their
municipal equality index. There’s a lot more we can do to extend protections and beneﬁts to our most
vulnerable – seniors, at-risk youth, transgender and people living with HIV/AIDS.

Montclair Votes 2020: Fourth Ward candidate
David Cummings on the issues

Montclair’s 2020 municipal election is underway right now, with voters asked to mail in their ballots by May
12. Voters will choose a new mayor and six Township Council seats in the town’s nonpartisan elections. To
help Montclair residents make an informed choice, Montclair Local asked all 14 municipal candidates a series
of questions on some of the key issues facing the town going forward.
In the Fourth Ward election, David Cummings is running unopposed. Incumbent Renee Baskerville is running
for mayor:

What do you see as the number one problem facing Montclair’s educational system? What would
solve it?

DAVID CUMMINGS: This doesn’t really come under the purview of a council member. The mayor appoints
board members and oversees the Board of School Estimate. As a councilor, I will respect all appointments.
From a personal standpoint, I believe not hiring a permanent superintendent who had previous experience as
a superintendent has been the number one issue with our school district and appointment of board members
who have had secret agendas.

What are your thoughts on the gentriﬁcation of Montclair? What speciﬁcally could be done to
help keep Montclair diverse?
DAVID CUMMINGS: As a native of Montclair, I can tell you gentriﬁcation has severely impacted the number
of black families in town and particularly in the Fourth Ward.
In essence, gentriﬁcation has slowly eradicated the diverse (black) population that many people say made
Montclair attractive to them.
But you also have to clarify diversity, are you talking about racial diversity, socioeconomic diversity? We have
a lot of gay couples, interracial couples. That’s a form of diversity.
What your question hints at is the fact historically the term diversity was used to indicate Montclair had a
signiﬁcant population of black people. Over time because housing prices have gone up and realtors started
showing prospective buyers homes in the Fourth Ward, working-class people can no longer aﬀord to purchase
a house or even rent in Montclair.
How to keep the town diverse is a challenge no one has been able to answer.

Many recent developments have not set aside 20 percent of new residential units as aﬀordable as
required by a township council ordinance. Do you believe in the 20 percent set-aside? How can
more aﬀordable housing be created? Are you for or against rent control?
DAVID CUMMINGS: The Council has met the COAH requirements, and they have established that new
developments provide 10 percent aﬀordable units or houses, and 10 percent for teachers, police oﬃcers, or
ﬁreﬁghters in the township.
I believe in the 20 percent set-aside, and I’m for rent control.
To create more aﬀordable housing might require the Township identifying property it currently owns and using
those locations for aﬀordable housing.
I would also like to consider any new development meet a 20 percent set-aside for minority and or women
businesses as vendors on all new projects in town.

What ideas do you have to solve parking problems in Montclair? Are you for or against lifting the
overnight ban and should residents get priority on lot permits?
DAVID CUMMINGS: We’re a small town with dense entertainment sections. Parking is going to be an issue
because many people come here to dine and for entertainment.
The overnight ban needs to be carefully reviewed. On some residential streets and in some neighborhoods,
overnight parking might not be desirable.
You also have locations where it makes sense. Look at the homes on Orange Road across from the hotel.
Some of those properties don’t have driveways.
There are some streets and neighborhoods where overnight parking would be untenable.

Does the new demolition oversight law go far enough in preserving Montclair’s history and
character? What else would help?
DAVID CUMMINGS: I think the ordinance, if applied as written, does enough to help preserve the character
of the town.
A key to me is relying on members of the Historic Preservation Commission and Planning Board to do their
jobs independently and provide the council with recommendations that follow the law, and the council
accepting those recommendations.
It’s essential to maintain the history and character of the town. This has been a topic for years and will remain
a topic because of the number of historically signiﬁcant structures in town.

Montclair has undergone a huge redevelopment boom in the last ﬁve years. How do you see this
aﬀecting Montclair, both good and bad?
DAVID CUMMINGS: I want to make it clear that redevelopment and development are not the same.
If you’re talking about purchasing old houses and upgrading them to be sold or rented out, that can be good
and bad. You have a chance to turn an older house into a nicer home, improving the neighborhood.
But if it’s a rental, you’re looking at higher rents, which is one reason many working-class families cannot
aﬀord to stay here or move here.
I’d like to see the township push hard on vacant properties potentially allocated for aﬀordable housing.

What is an issue in town (not otherwise addressed) that you feel strongly about, and how would
you approach it if elected?
DAVID CUMMINGS: It’s important to me that every part of town has the same quality of life.
I think all parks should be in the same shape. I believe all wards should be safe, all streets in good condition,
and all neighborhoods get what they need and not what residents want.
To do that, I will commit to working collaboratively with council members and always consider how each
decision we make impacts everyone and every neighborhood.

