College report reveals more applications, but
fewer acceptances for Class of 2019

Montclair High School Class of 2019 crosses the bridge for their Commencement and afterwards, Project Graduation, Weds., June 26.
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Montclair High School’s students are ﬁling a greater number of college applications than in years past. And
even though Montclair students’ GPA and SAT scores have risen, college acceptances have dropped.
The Outcome Report — the class of 2019 college acceptance and post-secondary plans overview — was
presented by high school director of counseling Dustin Bayer on Dec. 5.
In 2015, the ﬁrst year the district began recording the Outcome Report, each student averaged 6.4 college
applications totaling 2,844. Roughly 1,649 applications or 58 percent resulted in an acceptance to college.
In 2019, students submitted a total of 3,621 applications, an average of 7.6 applications per student. Thirtythree percent of those applications, or 1,194, resulted in an acceptance to college.
In 2018, 3,597 applications were submitted, an average of 7.4 applications per student. Of those, 40
percent, approximately 1,439 applications, resulted in an acceptance.
In 2017, 3,419 applications were submitted, an average of 6.8 per student. Forty-four percent, 1,504
applications, resulted in an acceptance.
In 2016, 3,089 applications were submitted, an average of 6.6 per student. Forty-ﬁve percent, or 1,390
applications, resulted in an acceptance.
Of the 474 members of the Class of 2019, the majority, 402, went on to attend four-year colleges, and 24
went on to attend two-year colleges. Twenty-ﬁve students went on to career education, seven went directly
into the workforce, three entered the military and 13 took a gap year.
Among demographic groups, 92 percent of white students, 79 percent of black or African American students,
88 percent of Asian students and 70 percent of Hispanic or Latino students went on to attend college.
Black and Hispanic or Latino students had the highest representation in students going on to career education
or trade school after completing their studies at Montclair High School. Of the student demographic groups, 12
percent of black students (16 out of 134 students) and six percent of Hispanic students (three out of 57) went
on to career education after high school, compared to less than 1 percent of white students and zero percent
of Asian students.

Higher GPA, SATs
The average GPA has risen over the last four years, from 3.534 to 3.741. The average SAT score has also gone
up, from 1,123 in 2015 to 1,231 in 2019.
The acceptance rate of students at certain types of colleges has gone down between 2018 and 2019, Bayer
said. Acceptances into “Most Competitive” schools on Barron’s list dropped from 200 in 2018 to 163 in 2019,
resulting from 1,238 applications. Acceptances into historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs)

dropped from 45 in 2018 to 16 in 2019, resulting from 79 applications. Acceptances into Ivy League colleges
dropped from 22 in 2018 to 16 in 2019, resulting from 240 applications.
At Montclair State University, the rate of applications has gone up since 2015, said Jeﬀrey Indiveri-Gant, the
university’s director of admissions. The university receives about 20,000 applications a year. In the past, prior
to 2015, it was approximately 18,000 a year, he said.
Although the application process is not more competitive, over the past four years it has gotten more
complex, said Indiveri-Gant. Since Montclair State University is an SAT/ACT-optional school, the university uses
other criteria to determine whether the school and a prospective student will be a good ﬁt. The student’s GPA
during their four years of high school is a factor, and the university also looks at what courses the student
took, including honors, AP classes, and dual enrollment courses.
Indiveri-Gant said the process should be about ﬁnding which school is the right ﬁt for a student. “What I would
like [families] to know is…the practice of applying to 20 diﬀerent schools, I don’t think that really serves
students and families well in the process,” he said. In the springtime, a student may ﬁnd that they are
inundated with options. While it is good to have several options, he said, the focus needs to stay on ﬁnding
the college that is best for the student.

Where are students going?
Of the students in the Class of 2019, the majority, 402, went on to attend four-year colleges and universities.
More students in that group opted to attend college out of state than in-state, with 130 attending college instate and 314 attending college out of state.
The universities with the highest numbers of applications from the Class of 2019 were Rutgers-New Brunswick,
with 109 applications, followed by Northeastern University in Boston with 73 applications, Pennsylvania State
University with 66 applications and Montclair State University with 55 applications.
The other colleges in the top 10 list, based on number of applications, were the University of Vermont,
Syracuse University, New York University, Tulane University, Boston University and Temple University.
Among the students attending four-year colleges, just over half – 208 students – went on to attend a private
out-of-state college. The rate of female students attending private out-of-state colleges was especially high,
with 116 female students out of 202 attending those schools. In addition, 92 male students out of 200
attended private out-of-state schools.
More students are also choosing to take a gap year after high school, Bayer said. Students may spend their
gap year doing work in other countries, or doing projects such as working with the homeless, he said.

Montclair Local Voices: Building a realistic
college list

Some students may prefer a rural school like Champlain College. Others might prefer the city.

Local Voices columnist Pat Berry helps teens write their college application essays. She is a communications
consultant and founder of College Application Camp (collegeapplicationcamp.com). Berry can be reached at
pat@collegeapplicationcamp.com. Future columns in this series will address ﬁnancial aid, interviewing, and
other aspects of the college application process.
By PAT BERRY
For Montclair Local
The big question on the minds of college-bound seniors is, “Where will I be a year from now?” The answer will
depend on realistic planning, a college wish list ﬁlled with schools they would like to attend, and some degree
of luck.
As an application essay coach and a parent of three adult children, I have many stories — good and bad —
about the

PAT BERRY

application process.
But for this column on creating a college list, I turned to Montclair-based college counseling professionals for
help.
Building a list of colleges and universities to which a student ultimately will apply begins with a reality check.
If there are geographical and/or ﬁnancial constraints, parents and students need to discuss those limitations

early.
Robin Abramowitz, an independent college consultant, told me, “It’s sad when a student gains admission to
the school of his or her dreams, and then parents explain that it’s just too expensive.”
More often than not, students have no idea where they want to go to college. To ﬁnd right-ﬁt schools, it’s
important that students take stock of their interests and strengths.
How do they learn best? Where do they see themselves thriving — a big school, a small school, a city school?
How do they like to spend free time? What do they want to study — biology, gender studies, cybersecurity,
business? Until they start looking, students don’t realize the vast array of study options open to them,
explained education consultant Barbara Gottesman.
Gottesman is the owner of College Help! Organizing and Advising Services (nostresscollegehelp.com).
Knowing what a student doesn’t want — say, a school with fraternities and sororities or one that’s set in a
suburb — is also important.
“There’s a college for everyone — actually, there’s more than one,” Abramowitz said. “Even lower-thanaverage students have something unique to oﬀer a school.”
A student’s transcript oﬀers another reality-check opportunity. A strong GPA does not necessarily mean a
student is ready for a college with high academic standards, said Gottesman. When it comes to measuring a
student’s qualiﬁcations, the rigor of their high school classes will matter, she said.
“Many students, and some parents, don’t realize how ‘intellectual’ a speciﬁc college may be,” she said,
adding, “A student with a GPA of 4.6 or 4.7 may not be ready for a Swarthmore or a University of Chicago if
they aren’t also an avid reader of books or seminal articles, or follow some kind of higher-level political and
cultural media.”
High-achieving students and extremely competitive colleges receive much attention, but the vast majority of
college applicants have transcripts and scores that place them in the middle of the academic spectrum. Both
Abramowitz and Gottesman see this as an opportunity to discover some gems, schools that may travel under
the radar, where students can thrive because of a special interest or talent, or some other factor.
The college sections of libraries and local bookstores typically oﬀer great resources for compiling lists of
possible schools. Last year, several of my clients spoke glowingly of the book “Colleges That Change Lives: 40
Schools That Will Change the Way You Think About Colleges,” ﬁrst published in 1996 by retired New York
Times education editor Loren Pope.
Abramowitz has a copy in her oﬃce. Pope’s aim was to dispel conventional wisdom about college choice and
bring attention to lesser-known colleges. The 2012 edition, revised by education journalist Hilary Masell
Oswald, highlights institutions that oﬀer programs for students with learning disabilities.

College websites are also good resources.
“Reach,” “target,” and ”safety” are familiar terms when it comes to handicapping how likely a school is to
accept a student. Abramowitz says many subscribe to the theory that a realistic list has two to three reach
schools, four target schools, and at least two safety schools, for a total of eight or nine. But she stresses that
students should have a genuine interest in attending each school, no matter how likely or unlikely they are to
get in.
Aside from identifying one or two “safe” schools — schools that all indicators suggest will accept a student —
education consultant Barbara Gottesman has dropped the other categories altogether from her collegeplanning lexicon.
“There is usually safe, and then there is what I like to call ‘luck with credentials,’” Gottesman told me. “So
many kids are eminently qualiﬁed for the same colleges, but schools can’t take everyone.” This is especially
true for students from New Jersey, which has a disproportionate number of highly educated families.
What should high school underclassmen be doing in terms of planning for college?
Typical advice includes visiting schools they’re curious about, and making sure schools know they’re
interested by signing onto the school’s mailing list. For many schools, these “touches” are evidence of
genuine interest.
But Abramowitz hopes students understand there’s more to life than college. She advises them to “embrace
their high school experience and remember that not every decision should be based on securing admission to
college.”
Abramowitz also cautions students not to let the U.S. News and World Report college ranking determine their
choice of college. She said, “Success in life does not depend on attending a college with admissions rates in
the single digits.”

