Letters to the editor, Oct. 3

Opposing the pro-gun mural
The Montclair Republican Club, by asking for, in effect, equal
time for a pro-gun mural, is attempting to force a work of art
into a partisan issue.
The student mural is not a Democratic political viewpoint. It
is the students’ expression of their fear of being targets in
the current atmosphere of school shootings.
It would be a mistake for NJ Transit to allow the opposite
side of the underpass to become an ad for a political party
platform.
We should all get behind keeping our students safe, as well as
safe from the anxiety of being targets.
NANCY TAIANI
Glen Ridge

Young people understand water and climate crises
There is a fine line between corruption and ineptitude.
Neither the city of Newark, nor the state of New Jersey should
have been ambushed by the Newark water crisis. Environmental
justice advocates have argued since the 1980s that communities
of color, poor people, and non-native speakers of English are
more likely to suffer from water and air pollution.
This week, the Natural Resources Defense Council released a
report called “Watered Down Justice” demonstrating that
environmental racism persists throughout the United States.
It’s not a secret. City, county, and state governments should
be hunting down such nightmares before they erupt.
The climate emergency is making all these problems worse.
Faced with rising seas, more rainfall, salt water incursion,
and disastrous hurricanes, New Jersey’s aging infrastructure
will be challenged in decades to come by problems that are
entirely predictable. Climate injustice also clusters in poor
and minority communities, but as the Newark crisis shows, the
suburbs don’t escape in the end. Last week I marched in the
Global Student Climate Strike with angry tweens who understand
this mishegoss better than their parents do. Let’s get a grip
and start repairing their world.
ANTHONY LIOI
Montclair

No opposing view mural
I can understand why some people might find the student mural
underneath the railroad crossing on Chestnut Street a
startling piece of art. It is a stark reminder of what our
terrified students are living with everywhere they go. Our own
Montclair High School students created this visual plea for

the cessation of violence against children. As long as we
cannot protect our children from gun violence, it is a valid
statement and should remain.
I do not understand what a mural representing the “opposing
political view” would be. I do not think gun violence
prevention is a partisan issue – it is an epidemic and a
public health crisis for all Americans, 100 of whom die by gun
violence every single day. Responsible gun owners of all walks
of life have asked for measures to be taken to keep more
people safe — the majority of Americans support universal
background checks, waiting periods and red laws. I do not
believe a mural about the right to own guns will do anything
but add to the fears of our children.
Our children’s everyday experience is that our society has
failed to protect them from gun violence. Our young children
have to experience active shooter drills in their schools
where they have learned that they have to hide in their
classrooms out of sight of the glass in doors and the windows
in their classrooms. The reality is that there is absolutely
no place that is safe for anyone in our country – not in
schools, not in theaters, not in malls, not in clubs, not at
concerts, not at places of worship.
I would suggest that we all join together in an effort to
change the laws on a federal level to begin to reduce the
daily American carnage. We owe it to our children and to
ourselves to move beyond division and work together so that
all Americans can enjoy their right to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, as well as their right to safety.
Perhaps a mural on the other side of the railroad crossing
could be devoted to these American ideals and might pave the
way for a renewed sense of safety and hope for our children.
FRANCESCA ELMS
Montclair

The writer is the chair of the North Jersey chapter of
CeasefireNJ, part of BlueWaveNJ.

Lack of transparency on Orange Road development
The lack of transparency in Montclair’s government is
alarming. Developers seem to be getting whatever they want.
Increasing density from 18 units per acre to 72 is incredible.
This does not conform to the intention of the original plan.
The developers found a loophole — and the amendment to correct
the loophole was pulled with no explanation. An investigation
was supposedly done, but the results were not made public.
What is going on?!
I

appreciate

Martin

Schwartz’s

attempt

to

get

this

straightened out. Neither Montclair residents nor the township
can afford a legal suit to prevent each egregious development
from taking place. We are counting on the council and the
planning board to do the right thing.
Council and planning board should pass the amendment to fix
the loophole. Hold the developer to the standards spelled out
in the original development plans and the town’s master plan.
Don’t give out variances as if they were candy—we have rules
in place for a reason and increase transparency.
JOHANNA COXETER
Montclair

A thank you for helping
Last Wednesday my wife fell while exiting the train at Upper
Montclair station and suffered a head injury. Fortunately she
is expected to make a full recovery and we are now back home
in Florida.

I would like to thank those fellow passengers who called 911
and the NJ Transit staff member who together offered support
at a stressful time. Their actions speak well of the Montclair
community. I would also like to thank the EMS crew and the
staff at St Joseph’s Medical Center, who were all highly
professional.
JEREMY A. CARTER
Bradenton, Fla.
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In support of students’ right to protest
Last Friday, Montclair High School students left their
classrooms to gather outside school to protest against those
politicians who still refuse to listen to scientists, warnings
and avoiding seeing what reality is showing us. Our earth is

deteriorating rapidly, and it is more visible than ever.
Raging storms, flooding, hurricanes, ice melting, earthquakes,
extinct animals. This is not going to stop until governments
start protecting our nature, restoring the damage done and
stopping funding things that destroy nature and pay those
which help it thrive, as activist Greta Thunberg says.
On Thursday, Sept.19, parents received a letter from MHS
principal, which I found very disappointing. The letter says:
“Please be aware that MHS supports the students’ right to
protest. However, if students participate and skip class, it
will be counted as a cut for those period(s) they miss.”
English is my second language, but I think the letter is
saying “we support,” which it didn’t seem very credible to me
because in the next sentence it implies we will punish those
who skip class.
Lately, I frankly cannot think of something more serious and
important than going after the ones who are making or allowing
others make “our home” inhabitable for future generations.
School will be irrelevant in a decade when we will be forced
to just survive.
It was disappointing that the school decided to punish instead
of support students. It was disappointing that teachers did
not spend the whole week talking about the environment in
preparation for Friday’s protest. It was disappointing that
students were not encouraged to go to New York City to join
the historic protest there. It was disappointing that school
authorities were not there to accompany our students.
After all, “our home” is in danger and I cannot think of a
more important task than to defend our planet.
Maria Eva Dorigo
Montclair

On assault rifles and background checks
I think that I have seen a possible (partial) solution in the
prevention of future mass shootings in our country.
Just before I wrote this, I read that the gun manufacturer
Colt will discontinue manufacturing assault rifles meant to be
sold to the American public. If every gun manufacturer would
adopt the same approach, it will seriously reduce the number
of assault rifles in the public’s possession. There would be
no threat to the Second Amendment. We could then concentrate
on enforcing the laws already on the books.
On another note, would it be possible to create an electronic
database of people who have failed the background checks? This
database could be accessed by sellers at every level,
including gun shows and, possibly, private sellers. Not to
mention, gun shop employees. I find it hard to believe that
responsible gun owners want these people to have guns and
tarnish their reputations.
ROBERT DYER
Montclair

Need action from Freeholders on ICE, vote machine replacement
At the last Essex County Freeholders meeting, many speakers
addressed two issues: Essex County’s contract with ICE, which
the speakers unanimously urged the freeholders to end, and the
need to replace our voting machines with the most secure
models available.
The freeholders promised that everyone who spoke would receive
an answer in writing. Some people, however, said they were
still waiting for answers to questions asked at previous
meetings. The freeholders offered no comments about the status
of the ICE contract, and only partially responded to concerns
about voting machines.

Since these are matters of concern to many citizens, and since
not everyone can attend every meeting, I believe that the
freeholders should share their views about both issues more
openly.
There’s a simple solution. The freeholders recently launched a
redesigned website. A press release said the new site would
“offer a better sense of transparency.” Why not add statements
clarifying the board’s positions on important issues? This is
a common practice at other levels of government — see Cory
Booker’s senate website, for example.
I’d like to see our freeholders rise to the new level of
transparency they promised by explaining their reasons for
continuing to collaborate with ICE, despite the powerful
arguments against it. I would have thought that, as Democrats
in a blue county in a blue state, they’d have come to a
different decision.
It would also be helpful to learn which model of voting
machines will be used in the pilot program in November, which
Freeholder President Brendan Gill mentioned at the meeting.
Activists who spoke at the meeting pointed out that most
models can be hacked, and urged the freeholders to meet with
them and hear about the most secure options. Gill didn’t
specify which machines will be used. If we end up with voting
machines that aren’t secure and don’t have a paper backup,
that will be inexcusable.
I hope the freeholders will add informational statements to
their website, clarifying their positions on these important
issues. And I still hope, against my skeptical instincts, that
a statement will appear on that webpage informing us that
they’ve decided to end the ICE contract.
MICHAEL LASER
Montclair

‘All-inclusive’ playground leaves out some
In Montclair Local’s Aug. 15 article about the new playground
at Watsessing Park (“Fighting for universal access,” page 4),
you quote Mr. Joseph DiVincenzo Jr. as saying that “All the
equipment, the county contends, is in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act and current playground codes.”
What does it really mean that the playground is ADA compliant?
If you’ve ever read through the ADA guidelines for
playgrounds, it’s a bit like entering the Tim Burton version
of Wonderland.
Accessibility in the ADA guidelines has more to do with a
disabled child getting to a play structure than actually being
able to play on it, especially for children with mobility
impairments.
According to Mr. Di Vincenzo, “The all-access park at
Watsessing Park … has ramps for wheelchair accessibility …
swings and seesaws designed with bucket seats for children in
wheelchairs.”
Yet the reality for many children who use wheelchairs is that
it is not easy for them to be moved from their wheelchair to
play equipment and back again. Some children cannot be put in
a swing without the aid of two people. There are also plenty
of children who use wheelchairs who have poor or no upper body
control and would find it nearly impossible to sit in a bucket
seat without a harness. None of the bucket seats on any of the
swings, see-saws and roundabouts have harnesses. Had the
people who designed and built this playground consulted with
families of children with mobility impairments, they would
have been able to build a playground that serves real children
with mobility impairments not the smiling ones in shiny
brochures.
Surely somewhere in the more than $1.4 million budget, some
money could’ve been found for a wheelchair accessible swing,

merry-go-round or seesaw, play equipment that children do not
have to leave their wheelchair to use.
Did Mr. DiVincenzo or any of the other people involved in the
design of the playground consult local people in the
disability community to find out what would actually work for
them?
Iris, a friend whose 11-year-old daughter has cerebral palsy
and uses a wheelchair, was not consulted. Not only that, she
tried for months to contact someone in her local government to
talk about what children in wheelchairs would need but was
passed around from person to person, most of whom never got
back to her at all. She did finally manage to speak to one of
the freeholders but by then it was too late. This is what that
very same freeholder said during the opening ceremony:
“I received a call from a constituent who told me their child
was severely disabled the only thing they wanted to do in
their life was to be able to put their child in a swing. It
was a simple request that we were able to follow up on, make
some potential adjustments to the design and the plan … and I
think that’s what being an elected official hopefully is all
about. It’s not for us, it’s not for the ground breaking. It’s
for that individual who reaches out to you, who wants one
thing in their life… we have the honor to serve and to be in
the position to be able to make that happen. That’s what we’re
supposed to be doing each and every day.”
What adjustments were made to the plan after this simple
request? At the opening ceremony people spoke eloquently and
proudly about the playground and while there is much to be
proud of there is also much to be reflected upon. After the
ceremony Iris asked to use their microphone to speak about
what she thinks are the shortcomings of the playground but she
was refused. She started speaking anyway. She was
understandably upset and angry and certainly spoke loudly
enough to be heard.

Of those people who spoke so eloquently and many of them, I
believe, sincerely about equity and accessibility, only one of
them, Ted Gamble, councilman-at-large for Bloomfield, bothered
to speak to Iris about why she was upset. Everyone else
ignored her.
So to all of the people who spoke that day, especially to the
freeholder who it seems to me, used Iris’ story to boost his
image in the eyes of his community, I say this, It’s one thing
to make honest mistakes out of ignorance or to have to tell
people, “we can’t do that,” but to ignore “that individual who
reaches out to you, who wants one thing in their life …” is
not something to be proud of. These are real families with
real children who face enormous difficulties every day and
would just like a place where they can play.
This is not to take away anything from the children, this
playground serves well and there are many of them, but I ask
our public officials to reflect on how they can be of true
service to some of our most vulnerable children and their
families who need their help. Don’t ignore them. Listen to
them, ask them what they need. You might just learn something.
LESLEY SCAMMELL
Montclair

Build the Donald J. Trump Tunnel
On Sunday, Sept. 14, The New York Times ran an editorial
entitled “Build the Donald J. Trump Tunnel.” I don’t know if
the Times meant to be ironic or not with their headline but
the issue raised is one of great importance to the New
York/NewJersey region.
The need for a new railway tunnel through the Hudson River is
an urgently needed infrastructure project in an area which
accounts for more than 10 percent of the national economy.

Anyone traveling by train through the tunnel on a regular
basis can attest to the vast amounts of time wasted on the
daily commute. When repairs are made during the summer, the
situation only gets worse. Several years ago waters from
Hurricane Sandy flooded the tunnel causing even longer delays.
With storms and severe weather events more likely, who knows
how long the tunnel will function. Should it fail or be
severely disabled, the consequences for the local economy and
the nation as a whole would be dire.
Under the Obama
to pay half the
the costs would
remain eager to

administration, the federal government agreed
costs for the project while the remainder of
be paid by New York and New Jersey. The states
pay their share to get the work done. But as

the Times states “the Trump administration, which rarely
misses a chance to shiv a blue state, has refused to fund its
share out of pique.” Surely, we in the area deserve better.
Our future prosperity depends on it.
We need a new tunnel built. Let’s raise our voices to put
pressure on the politicians and our elected officials to get
it done.
As the Times suggests, whatever it takes to get it done would
be worth it.
ANTHONY PORTNOY
Montclair

Chestnut Street mural should be removed
Your coverage of the gun violence mural on Chestnut Street
stated the previous murals were “both with anti-gun violence
messages.” The one mural encouraged inter-racial cooperation.
It was titled “We all hold up together” and contained the
celebratory tribute “Montclair Days of Caring 1996.” There was
no reference to guns or violence in either of them.

The new mural depicts and, therefore, condones targeting
people. Whether they are being targeted for water balloons,
gossip, dodge balls or disparaging remarks is not clarified.
Targeting people is never nice.
It is clear that the mural should be removed before it
encourages hateful behavior.
CATHY MARRIN
Montclair

We could learn something from millennials
Millennials have made lemonade out of lemons. The idea that
they can save for a down payment is ludicrous, so they live
longer with their parents. With average student loan debt at
around $31,000 they can’t afford nights out, so they have
learned to make homebrew. As jobs disappear, they work gigs,
start food trucks, and sell on Etsy.
In New Jersey, the average cost for one child in daycare is
$11,000 per year. Millennials are marrying later and planning
smaller families.
I’m not sure what will happen if millennials switch from being
sad and resourceful, to angry and mobilized. I suspect that it
would be a good idea to listen to them while we have the
chance.
This week’s Climate Strike— which included hundreds of
Montclair students — was a generation’s demand that we address
climate change with the seriousness that the problem warrants.
This requires both a massive reduction in the flow of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, and increased funding
for the research that will help us plan for the reality of
rising temperatures.
After decades of celebrating “Take Your Kids to Work” day,

maybe it’s time for the kids to take their parents and
grandparents to some teach-ins. Millennials, after all, are
experts at adapting to a changing world.
LISA ANDERSEN
Montclair

Bus problems at Renaissance Middle School
While I appreciate the Board of Education’s mass email to
parents that came out well after a week of school starting, I
still refuse to put my daughter on the bus until this and
multiple other issues are resolved.
Due to the fact that her bus follows no predictable timeline,
minus a Magic 8-Ball, GPS trackers, or any reliable way to
communicate with the bus driver or transportation office, we
have entirely upended our family schedule to accommodate
having to drive our daughter to school every day.
The BOE’s email only addresses the issues of timing and route
planning, which are indeed serious deficiencies, but does not
address the fact that drivers appear to not know how to
operate a bus, follow no safety precautions, i.e. not pulling
over to the side of the road hence making school children walk
into the street, aides that do not get off their phone or
assist/observe children cross busy intersections, driving the
wrong way on one way streets and other hazardous road behavior
that has been witnessed all over town. Not to mention the two
days in a row our bus forgot to pick up several children and
turned back, delivering the entire busload of children to
school a good 30 minutes after the start of the school day.
It is confounding that this would not be addressed in the
original email and even more confounding how the district
could hire a new bus company without seemingly any quality
control, training, or preparation.

It seems that every year, the first day of school comes as
some sort of unexpected surprise to the BOE transportation
department and bus companies, followed by weeks of apologetic
emails and requests for time to “iron out the details.” Is
there a reason that the transportation office has to take the
entire summer off? Would it not make more sense for them to
get back to work at least a week or two before school starts,
allowing drivers to practice their route and get a sense of
timing?
Myself and the entire parenting community of Montclair are
beyond frustrated. The level of incompetence has been
staggering, followed only by the astonishing poor level of
communication. I am pretty sure the original email only went
out because Montclair Local was contacted, and to date, nearly
three weeks after school has started, I have left multiple
voicemails for the transportation office, without a single
return call.
We need and want solutions to this issue, and we need to hold
all parties accountable for causing this level of stress to
the parents and students of Montclair.
The things I have read on social media are astonishing – kids
taking Ubers to school, single moms weeping to their bosses in
apology for being late to work every day, children urinating
in their clothes because they’re on the bus for hours, and an
account of several children being left behind at school
because the bus pulled away without checking that all kids
were on board. We need to be able to trust the people driving
our children, and right now I am not sure a single parent in
this town feels assured for their child’s safety as he or she
boards the bus, if, that is, the bus even shows up.
STELLA COOK
Montclair

What we can do to halt climate change
The demonstrations in Montclair protesting climate change on
Friday were fun, both the one on Bloomfield Avenue and the
protest near the high school, even though we weren’t allowed
to be with the students. One passer-by actually asked what we
can do to prevent climate change.
Stop idling vehicles, it destroys an engine to be idled more
than 30 seconds, and even that should be done only in the
coldest winter days. I see far too much idling in Montclair.
Stop using power lawn machinery. I heard a congressman say in
front of hundreds of people that if we are serious about
climate change, we will ban power lawn machinery nationwide.
That audience clapped enthusiastically. I have tended our
fifth acre and raised most of our vegetables for four decades
with no power machinery.
I believe all leaf blowers should be outlawed in Montclair
year round.
Open the dishwasher as the dry cycle begins. Heating uses much
energy and dishes dry by themselves just fine. If the weather
is nice, hang clothes on the line. Saving energy saves money
as well as thwarting climate change.
I will probably die before climate change affects Montclair,
but I see the effects already. Its potential effects are scary
for my grandson and many other people I care about.
Do your part to prevent it.
PAT KENSCHAFT
Montclair

GOP pro-gun mural insensitive
The mural proposed by the Montclair Republican Club is

extremely insensitive.
Our children have grown up with gun violence in schools,
homes, houses of worship, and streets.
The Montclair High School mural is a plea to stop the
violence. It is asking for a more humane world for students
and their future generations. It is not a political mural.
The timing and location of the Republican Club’s desired mural
to apparently support the Second Amendment is no coincidence.
There is nothing in the Second Amendment that prevents
licensing of guns and prohibiting ownership of assault rifles.
Listen to our children.
JUDITH LIN HUNT
Montclair
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Saying goodbye after 20 years of Outpost drum circle
In September 1999, I began my drum circle, sponsored by
Outpost in the Burbs, held at First Congregational Church in
Montclair. Today I am announcing that, after 20 years, I have
decided it is time to stop.
I am very proud that many drummers tell me that they
discovered drumming and each other at my circle. When I
started, there weren’t a lot of public circles, but today
there are (happily) many wonderful drum circles to attend.
I still believe in our circle, but I have realized that there
is a life cycle to everything, and it feels as if our cycle is
ending. I’m sad and disappointed, but also proud of my awesome
collaboration with the Outpost (thanks Steve Cutaia) that
brought so many people into the world of drum circles, and I’m
especially excited to attend the many wonderful circles all
over New Jersey.
The happy irony is that I’ve never been busier leading my
circle for organizations who hire me, including schools,
senior citizen homes, libraries, Turtleback Zoo, churches and
synagogues, and addiction facilities. I look forward to
continuing that wonderful work.

My heartfelt thanks to all those who attended my drum circle
for 20 years.
RICH REITER
Cedar Grove

Stand up against pro-gun talking points
The local reaction to the Montclair Republican Club’s desire
to put up a Second Amendment mural across from the anti-gun
violence mural at the underpass near the High School has
mirrored the national dialogue. As such, it also reflects the
extent to which political gun-rights organizations like the
NRA and Republican Party have succeeded in their effort to
convince a small but significant number of people of the
following:
1. Current gun laws are sufficient, but are not enforced.
2. All gun-control measures involve taking guns away from
law abiding citizens, while leaving them in the hands of
criminals, because criminals don’t abide by the law and
will keep their guns.
3. U.S. cities/states with stronger gun control measures
experience greater violence (due to no. 2 above).
4. In countries with stronger gun control measures and
lower incidents of gun violence, there is no
relationship between the two.
5. All gun-control measures should be rejected because
there is no cure-all.
6. All gun-control measures should be rejected because
knives, bats, shovels, rocks, etc. can still be used to
inflict harm.
These are all patently false. We may never change the minds of
the hardcore believers in these fallacies, but it is no more
our job to prove them false than it is to prove the truth of

climate change or evolution.
But, here’s the point: these public exchanges are critical,
because for everyone who posts a comment, many more follow
those comments, whose minds are still open to joining the
ranks of those determined to demonstrate, advocate and vote
our way out of our current national nightmare.
GLENN METSCH-AMPEL
Montclair

Why do Freeholders persist with ICE contract?
I’ve been to a number of Freeholder meetings over the past
year to ask that they end the ICE contract. Many people from
Newark and the Essex suburbs have made the same
request/demand.
To my knowledge, no one has come to the mic and said “Lock ‘em
up, the extra money helps keep my taxes down.” I’ve also never
heard anyone say “Lock ‘em up, the extra money keeps our parks
looking spiffy.” One thing I’ve never heard, guaranteed,
“Yeah, lock ‘em up, they’re all from s***hole countries
anyway.”
Yet the freeholders persist; they maintain the contract but
express no opinion about it. They could end it, but don’t. Do
they think locking up people for the crime of being
undocumented is a good thing? A bad thing? How would we know?
Going to a freeholder meeting is like a visit to Easter
Island.
Any other elected official from president to town councilman
will tell you what they think. Freeholders seem to have no
such desire. If they say that collaborating with Trump and ICE
is a good thing, they sound like Republicans. If they say the
contract is bad, they upset Joe DiVincenzo. What to do?

JIM PRICE
Montclair

Polluting garbage trucks bad for neighborhood
I live just north of the Department of Public Works. Every
Saturday morning, the first thing I do is check the wind.
If it’s blowing east, west, or south, I’m okay. One of my
neighbors will get it. If the wind blows north, I shut the
windows and the doors. There’s no sitting outside on the back
deck.
It’s recycling day, which means that from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.,
the DPW will pummel the neighborhood with noxious exhaust
fumes, spewing from garbage trucks.
I love many things about this town and community, but in an
age of environmental concern, this is an embarrassment.
Earlier this week, while walking my dogs, I was chased inside
by the intense exhaust coming from a truck exiting the DPW.
All of North Fullerton Avenue was buried in a diesel fog.
This may be a liberal town, but its disregard for the air we
breathe is worthy of a Trump loving climate change denier.
The high school is here. Two elementary schools. The football
field. Our kids are here.
My suggestions are: purchase recycling trucks that use clean
air technology. If that’s too expensive, turn off the engines
when not in use. There are plenty of no idling laws on the
books.
Still no good? Then please remove the sign on the building
telling us to enjoy breathing in the clean air. On Saturdays,
we don’t have any.

ROB HENKE
Montclair

Train-track fencing could have saved others
Thank you for your article on NJ Transit – “Fencing added
around Watchung Station”. It is also helpful — albeit painful
— to see the statistics of NJ Transit fatalities and injuries
summarized on available reports of fatalities.What is shocking
is the fact that NJ Transit is still investigating itself
regarding these fatalities; and that information about these
deaths in Montclair is unavailable to the media through an
examination of the ‘black box’ railroad agencies are required
to send to Washington DC’s Federal Railroad Administration.You
mention our son in your Sept. 12 article: Tony Anastasopoulos,
17 years old in August 2002, struck and killed by a NJ Transit
train just west of the Watchung station.Here is our story and
urgent advice to the township council and the governor of the
state of New Jersey
Walking with two friends — 14 and 16 year old girls — our son
with two teen girls climbed the embankment and entered the
Watchung Plaza trestle just west of Watchung Station as a
shortcut to Watchung Plaza.The trestle built in the early
twentieth century remains neglected and dangerous. Rotting
wooden blocks placed about 2 feet apart as cheaply as possible
underpin the steel laden tracks.As designed the trestle leaves
no room for a pedestrian, worker, or anyone to escape an
oncoming train by side stepping the passing train.
In Tony’s case, the Montclair-Boonton Line engineer made a
scheduled stop at Watchung enroute from Hoboken to Montclair
State.The teens walked in single formation: Tony’s girlfriend
in front, another girl -14 years in the middle, and Tony at
the end to warn the others in case an unscheduled train
appeared from behind.The middle teen caught her shoe in

between the wooden blocks and she could not move.The shoes had
silk ties wrapped the lower ankle. The ties had to be broken
to free her foot from the trestle and the oncoming train. Tony
wrestled with the shoe looking ahead seeing the engineer start
the train and accelerate toward the two teens.He fought to
break the ties and picked up the girl in his arms and placed
her on the side of the open embankment by the trestle.Tony
then had to clear “3 short steps to safety” reported the
Montclair Times.But the train accelerated too fast and it hit
the side of his face hurling him off the trestle onto Valley
Road.This fatality, like others mentioned, was investigated by
NJ Transit Police employees paid directly from Transit. The
‘witnesses’ cited in the TAP article are invariably train
crews, and various NJ Transit spokespeople.The engineer
testified that he thought the teens were playing a game of
“chicken” and following NJ Transit protocol they were deemed
“trespassers” on private property.Transit decided to put up a
No Trespassing sign 3 days after Tony’s death.
We filed a complaint in state court on behalf of the estate of
Tony Anastasopoulos vs. Mahoney, et. al.NJ Transit refused to
place a fence on the embankments like the article states they
did this past June 18 at Bruce and Appleton Roads. They could
have put that small amount of fencing up in 2002 and possibly
saved the lives of neighbors and friends who have perished
since and extended it from milepost 15 to milepost 11.9 which
covers Montclair stations. In addition, if anyone, the
governor, the town council, NJ Transit higher ups, and the
media are serious about making NJ Transit accountable for
safety, it is paramount to begin with (1) stopping the agency
to investigate itself; (2) fine the agency when it does not
obey the federal laws and submit the black box in case of
fatalities; and holding officials accountable by withholding
public taxpayer funds until NJ Transit complies with federal
laws regarding determination of pedestrian deaths.
FRANCINE MOCCIO

Montclair
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Focus on fighting poverty to beat
achievement gap
Poverty and resulting lower socioeconomic status — not racism
in Montclair or its schools — remain the primary cause behind
our local racial education achievement gap. Instead, we’ve
spent way too much time of late finger pointing to “racism”
here as the main cause and needed fix.
That was particularly true by the most recent prior, Board of
Education members and just departing school Superintendent.
Not only did they mistakenly make “racism” the central

administrative direction that seemed to redirect all
educational energies, they ignored possible real supervision
inequities among staff under their watch, which have now blown
up into litigation. Fortunately, those with this point of view
are now off the school Board.
While U.S. societal racism is a major underlying cause of
today’s on-going income and SES disparities (and in some parts
of the country racism remains the major factor) — focusing
solely on racism HERE in Montclair today — was not and is not
the core solution.
Instead, early Pre-K for all remains the best dollar fix we
have available today to most quickly begin to level the
playing field. And THIS should be a key directive to figure
out how to pay for it for today’s BOE members, and for the
combined majority vote of the Town Council Board of School
Estimate. Those who oppose this effort, because they believe
it will take monies away from tutoring and counseling that
help children in later grades, would do well to remember the
old adage: That “the enemy of the good is the perfect.”
To date, we’ve made very little progress here over the years
statistically to help solve this problem.
That’s because by age three, studies have shown that children
in lower income African American homes may hear as many as 30
million fewer words than children in white, wealthier
families. By the third grade, there are already significant
differences in literacy and math testing scores.
Montclair’s “racism” did not cause these early developmental
disparities.
(apa.org/pi/ses/resources/publications/education)
While there is of course still some racism within our schools,
therefore efforts should continue to educate teachers and
administrators to help stop negative stereotyping and other
needed equity and attitudinal shifts — a “racism” solely

focused approach is not going to turn things around.
Reinstituting Pre-k for all here is an important step if we
are actually serious about doing something to reduce our
achievement gap locally, rather than just keep talking about
it, or debating who, or what is really to blame.
MARTIN SCHWARTZ
Montclair

Why can’t Montclair find a longterm superintendent?
The Montclair school district recently hired a new “interim”
superintendent for an annual salary of $191,984. He is
expected to work four days a week. Seriously?
I have been a Montclair resident for 40 years, my children
used the public schools, I pay a substantial amount of taxes.
I also work in town and I am proud of being an active part of
this amazing community.
I have a question for the school district: What is the reason
why we are not able to find a stable and long lasting
superintendent?
I am sure there are plenty of well qualified candidates. Does
one have to be “politically correct?”
It cannot be the salary and all the benefits, is it?
And I was just wondering if our schools are open five days a
week, why is the superintendent required to work only four
days a week?
I might apply for the job. I am willing to work more hours and
earn less.

AURORA DEJULIIS CARLUCCIO
Montclair

Republican Club’s mural reaction is
off track
In the Aug. 29 issue of the Montclair Local, a letter from the
president of the Montclair Republican Club (MRC) stated that
the MRC’s reaction to the “Never Again” mural located at the
underpass near Montclair High School was to have their
attorneys draft a “request to be granted NJ Transit-owned
space of equal prominence for their Second Amendment-themed
mural.” Although it is wrapped in thinly-veiled praise of NJ
Transit for “allow[ing] political speech” that “tackle[s]
important issues in the public square.” The actual premise of
the MRC’s position is both obvious and false.
As is standard practice for gun rights organizations like the
MRC, they imply that the counterargument to opposing gun
violence is to support the Second Amendment. Once held up to
daylight, it becomes clear just how false and disingenuous
this premise is.
The counterargument to an anti-violence message is a proviolence message, and the counterargument to opposing gun
violence is to support gun violence.
There is nothing contrary to the Second Amendment about
promoting sensible gun-safety measures. Gun-rights
organizations like the MRC know that, so they couch their
argument in insincere platitudes about “encouraging debate and
discussion.”
Please do not take the bait. Debating Second Amendment rights
versus sensible gun-safety measures is a false equivalency.
One is either pro or anti-gun violence. Full stop.

GLENN METSCH-AMPEL
Montclair

Applauding students
train trestle mural

who

painted

The newly painted south wall under the Chestnut Street
railroad trestle has a unique history in Montclair. On March
21, 1995, four people were killed and one seriously injured
with a gun in the Watchung Plaza Post Office. That for me was
the saddest moment of my many years here. Then in 1996, there
were two or three domestic incidents involving deaths by
gunshot.
The original murals under the trestle were first designed and
painted by students from Glenfield school in response to these
killings and for 20 plus years reminded us of the several
deaths by handguns during a short period of time in
Montclair.
I applaud the Montclair High School seniors for cleaning and
then designing and painting the south wall. I have never
thought that the anti-gun violence message was disturbing, and
parents can speak with their children about this issue. I hope
the north wall can be likewise restored.
My heartfelt thanks to all the students involved in this
worthy project.
PETER M. GIUFFRA
Montclair

Speak up at Freeholders meeting

here Sept. 11
If you’ve

never made it to Newark for a Freeholders meeting,

you’re in luck because they’re coming to you.
Wednesday
evening, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m., Montclair Town Hall, 205
Claremont Ave.
This is your chance to ask the freeholders why they’re
collaborating with Trump and ICE, locking up 800 people for
the crime of not being American citizens.
The freeholders are all Democrats in the bluest of counties.
They have the power to end the contract so why are they taking
millions of dollars a year cooperating with Trump in his ‘Keep
America White’ project. Please come.
JIM PRICE
Montclair

Letters to the editor, Aug.
29

Local should do better on police blotter
In the police blotter published Aug. 22, your paper notes the
following:
Sunday, Aug. 16 – silver Nissan Maxima left the Crescent Park
Deck without paying. The driver is described as a young black
male with short hair
Exactly who is this description designed to help? Are the
police going to put together a lineup of every young, black
man with short hair hoping for an ID? Are they appealing to
the public to turn in every young, black man with short hair?
Will the police conduct a sweep of the high school in search
of the perp, “Will all young, black men with short hair please
report to the auditorium…?”
Come on, people, this is Journalism 101.
Though the police report may have included the race of the
suspect based on the witness account, you are not required to
publish what is clearly an incomplete description that only
serves to perpetuate racism. To be obvious about it, what
you’re saying is that become one young, black male with short
hair may be a suspect in a crime, all young, black men with
short hair are to be suspected of the crime.

In journalism, race is never included in a story unless it is
relevant and never in a crime story/blotter item unless
accompanied by a complete description (height, weight,
clothing, etc.).
You owe every young, black man with short hair an apology.
LIZ BIRGE
Montclair

ICE jail? Not in our backyard
Many of us see disturbing things occurring in our country, and
we are wondering how we can make a difference in our local
communities, at the town or county level.
One way which may not have been obvious, or seemed necessary,
is to attend our local freeholders meeting and advocate for
the issues that are important to us.
One issue I would like to see addressed at the next Essex
County Freeholders meeting, (to be held in Montclair on
Wednesday, Sept. 11) is to schedule a public referendum on the
contract with the Essex county ICE jail. Essex County
Executive Joseph DiVincenzo Jr. recently stated in a message
on the Turtle Back Zoo that “My job as county executive is to
advocate for our county and find grants and other alternatives
to lessen the burden on our taxpayers.”
My question to our freeholders is how much of the zoo funding,
or other improvements to our county parks and playgrounds,
come from the unlawful detention of immigrants in the ICE
facility?
At a minimum we need transparency on how the ICE contract
funds are being used in Essex county. Ultimately, we need a
public vote on whether to continue with this controversial and

unethical support of ICE policies.
We love going to the zoo and the beautiful parks and
playgrounds in Essex county. Let’s protect our backyard by
ensuring our freeholders are serving the will of the citizens,
living up to New Jersey values and working for the benefit of
all our families.
DEVIKA GUPTA
Montclair

Republican Club lauds NJ Transit for fostering political
speech
The Montclair Republican Club praises NJ Transit for its
recent decision to allow political speech on NJ Transit-owned
property.
In today’s political and media environment, when so many are
hesitant to tackle important issues in the public square, NJ
Transit has opened-up endless opportunities for citizens to
leverage NJ Transit property to promote critical political
viewpoints encouraging debate and discussion.
A recent mounting of a mural advancing the cause of gun
control on a train trestle managed by NJ Transit was recently
approved by the agency.
The members
commission
highlighting
United States

of the Montclair Republican Club intend to
a mural of equal scope and significance
the importance of the Second Amendment of the
Constitution to republican government.

Not only has the Second
peace and prosperity of
larger principle of the
been essential to every

Amendment been indispensable to
America for over 230 years, but
individual’s right to be armed
freedom movement the world-over

the
the
has
for

centuries. It is our expectation that the artist or artists we
commission to deliver this message will capture the spirit of
freedom that yearns in every human heart.
In addition to beginning to solicit proposals from artists the
Montclair Republican Club attorneys have also begun drafting
appropriate requests to be granted NJ Transit-owned space of
equal prominence for their Second Amendment-themed mural.
Our club feels that the opportunity for the public to view
pieces of artwork addressing a key issue from different
viewpoints will edify the community at large in significant
ways. Moreover, Montclair which prides itself on a diversity
of opinions, is an ideal venue to host these competing views.
We

look

forward

to

working

NJ

Transit

and

other

key

stakeholders in developing this project in the weeks and
months ahead.
JOHN VAN WAGNER
Montclair
The author is president of the Montclair Republican Club.

Letters to the editor, Aug.
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Payne in the ICE
It has been a while since we’ve heard from Representative
Donald Payne (D-District 10) on the crisis of immigration
policy.
On May 30, 2018, his office released a statement calling the
Trump Administration’s practice of separating children from
their parents at the border “horrendous.” He connects this
policy to the experience of African American families under
slavery, saying, “This is not the first time the United States
has used the terror of ripping families apart in order to push
a vengeful, racist agenda.” He was right to point out that the
past is not even past.
It is easy to condemn Trump, but harder to clean-up your own
backyard. The Essex County Correctional Facility in Newark
detains immigrants for ICE in conditions that ICE itself
condemned as recently as February.
Mr. Payne supported ICE when he was a freeholder in 2013, and
apparently, that support continues. Now we witness raids on
immigrant communities that left children bereft of their
parents on the first day of school. How long can Mr. Payne
separate ICE at the border from ICE in Essex County? It is all
one dirty rotten mess, and he should say so, and act

accordingly.
ANTHONY LIOI
Montclair

What Dems should be talking about
In their recent debates, the Democratic presidential
candidates have disagreed on the best ways to handle health
care, immigration, climate change and other challenges. What
they haven’t done is define the goals and values they share,
which bear little resemblance to those of the president and
his party.
I believe our best chance is to inspire voters by reminding
them of these ideals. Here’s an attempt to define the values
Democrats share, despite their policy differences.
What does it mean to be a Democrat? It means
…recognizing that our country faces serious problems and
searching for the best ways to solve them. (If you think the
government can’t do anything right, does that mean you have no
use for Social Security, Medicare, interstate highways, or
national parks?)
…respecting the

dignity

and

contributions

of

America’s

minorities, instead of insulting them and fantasizing about a
mythical past.
…appealing to what’s best in Americans—their generosity and
desire for fairness—instead of exploiting their fears and
resentments.
…talking honestly to voters—not lying to score points or grab
media attention.
…using the best available scientific evidence to address
crises like climate change, instead of pretending the problems
don’t exist.
…acknowledging that, despite stock market gains, many of us

still struggle to pay the rent and put food on the table.
…fighting the biases that hold women back in the workplace,
and defending their right to make their own reproductive
decisions.
… working to overcome racism—not inflaming it to win votes.
…giving people who weren’t born to privilege a fairer shot at
success by improving public education and raising the minimum
wage—so full-time workers don’t need food stamps.
…protecting the environment—not shredding the regulations that
gave us clean air and drinking water.
…rejecting cruelty as a tool for governing—especially when the
victims are children.
…appointing the most qualified people to run government
agencies—not under-qualified loyalists.
…tempering justice with mercy when it comes to undocumented
immigrants—not treating those who hoped for a better life as
if they were dangerous criminals.
…guarding our elections against foreign interference, instead
of welcoming that interference when it’s to your advantage.
Finally, being a Democrat means believing in democracy:
governing according to the will of the people, not the will of
the wealthiest campaign donors.
I know the candidates want to distinguish themselves from
their rivals, but I hope they’ll also remind Americans that
they agree on these basic values—which are shared by many
people who don’t call themselves Democrats. Let’s show voters
why they may want to support the Democrat in 2020, no matter
how they’ve voted in the past.
MICHAEL LASER
Montclair

Isn’t the United States still a haven?

“Give me your tired, your poor, your struggling masses
yearning to be free…” Thus I was taught as a reflection of my
country; it is written on the Statue of Liberty. It seems in
stark contrast to recent news.
I am appalled at many recent actions by the federal
government, but this week by the arrest of people at their
place of employment while their children were enjoying their
first day of the new school year. Isn’t the United States
still a haven for struggling people longing to be free?
Admittedly, the population explosion is making it difficult to
accommodate people anywhere. There are two and a half as many
people now as when my father said to my fiancé and me,
“Perhaps you two should adopt your family. The world is
getting very crowded.” No baby should be born anywhere on the
planet unless someone wants that baby very much. I am
distressed and frightened by policies that promote unwanted
babies.
I strongly advocate stopping policies that thwart desperate
immigrants and/or promote unwanted birth.
I wrote the above to Senators Cory Booker and Bob Menendez and
Representative Mikie Sherrill, I urge others to adapt these
ideas for similar letters and phone calls.
PAT KENSCHAFT
Montclair

Median teachers salary declines in Montclair
Your Aug. 15 article on teacher salaries says … “In 2018-19,
the median administrator salary was $140,772. The median
support staff salary was $83,341, and the median teacher
salary was $73,194.”
Without having any of the background on these median numbers I

was stunned to consider that teachers may earn about half the
salary of administrators and $10,000 less than support staff.
I would encourage you to continue your investigation into this
topic so the public can understand why teachers earn so much
less than administrators and support staff.
Intuitively, it just strikes me as wrong but there must be an
explanation likely to do with the size of the data sets.
Please explain.
CARMEL LOUGHMAN
Montclair

Equality can actually disenfranchise
For years, the LGBT movement — in partnership with the media
and the Democrat Party — have been working to subvert and coopt the Civil Rights movement. Their most recent
interposition: the so-called Equality Act introduced in the
House of Representatives last month which would “force” public
schools to allow transgender athletes to compete in their
“preferred” gender.
This is a perfect example of the power of special interest
lobbyists and activists to impose a political correctness on
society that is so coercive, that persons subject to its spell
totally ignore natural law and disregard common sense. What is
deemed to be “equality” effectively disenfranchises young
women who wish to compete fairly on the field and advance
athletic careers at the collegiate level and instead
eliminates their scholarship opportunities.
The obvious distinction between male and female has quite
literally been known forever. But modern science now shows
that sex chromosomes differ between males and females. Females
have two copies of the X chromosomes while males have one X

and one Y chromosome. Basic middle school science exemplifies
that one’s sex is inherently determined and embedded in every
cell of the human body and not based on mere preference, whim,
confusion, or delusion.
That Democrat legislators would even entertain such an idea at
the expense of innocent female competitors and their families
is tragic and shameful. Where is the National Organization of
Women on this? Is this not a policy that will hurt young women
and give unfair advantage to men? And, though I hesitate to
ask, where do we go from here?
THE REV. CLENARD CHILDRESS
Montclair
The author is the senior pastor at New Calvary Baptist Church
in Montclair.

Letters to the editor, Aug.
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Remembering a class act
July 6 marked the birthday of one of Montclair’s most talented
and world-renowned daughters, yet almost no one in Montclair
today remembers Dorothy Kirsten.
Born in 1910, Kirsten, a glamorous blonde, was a major
operatic soprano whose long career spanned nearly four
decades. She stared at the Metropolitan Opera, sang on radio
with Frank Sinatra as well as having her own show, appeared on
the cover of Life Magazine, was featured on the Ed Sullivan
Show and The Voice of Firestone, and acted in major films
including “The Great Caruso” (with Mario Lanza, the highest
grossing Hollywood film of 1951) and “Mr. Music” (with Bing
Crosby).
Raised in a musical household on Howe Avenue, she attend
Nishuane, Hillside and Montclair HIgh School until her family
moved to Livingston when she was 16, when she went to West
Orange High, but left school before graduating.
She worked for Bell Telephone in Newark and demonstrated
Singer sewing machines while she studied voice, dance, and
drama in New York.

A columnist recommended her to the American soprano Grace
Moore who became her mentor and declared, “Why that’s the best
young voice I’ve heard in years.” Moore was a glamorous star
of the Metropolitan who also appeared in several popular
films. She sent Kirsten to study in Italy, who returned after
six months to make her concert debut at the New York World’s
Fair “Court of Peace.”
She made her operatic debut in 1940 in “Chicago,” where she
sang 15 small parts, and then Musetta in Puccini’s “La Boheme”
with Moore as Mimi. In 1941 she sang her first major role,
Micaela in “Carmen in Cincinnati,” and sold out the Paper Mill
Playhouse in “The Merry Widow.” When she appeared at a soldout scholarship benefit concert with the West Orange Symphony
in 1942, people were turned away and the police had to keep
them from storming the doors.
That same season she went on a coast-to-coast concert tour
performing in 38 states.
She made her New York debut with the San Carlo company in
1941, and her New York City Opera debut in 1943, both in her
favorite role, Violetta in “La Traviata.” Time magazine called
her “a rarity: a lyric soprano with dramatic verve and
coloratura glitter, the best Violetta heard in Manhattan since
the late, great Claudio Muzio.”
Her MET debut came in 1945 as Mimi and she was beloved for her
Puccini heroines in “Manon Lescaut,” “Tosca,” “Madama
Butterfly,” and “La Fanciulla del West.” She was considered
one of the definitive butterflies of her time.
In 1947 she sang at Montclair High with legendary tenor Jussi
Bjoerling for the Unity Series. She partnered superstar tenor
Mario del Monaco at his MET debut, and appeared often with
other megastar tenors of the day including Franco Corelli,
Carlo Bergonzi, Giuseppe Di Stefano and Richard Tucker.
In nearly 300 performances her other MET roles included Manon

(the title character this time) Nedda (I Pagliacci), Violetta,
Charpentier’s Louise (which she went to France to study with
the composer), Fiora in Montemezzi’s lurid rarity L’Amore de
Trei Rei, Gounod’s Juliet and Marguerite in Faust, and
Rosalinde in Strauss’ Die Fledermaus.
She starred in 20 live broadcasts from The MET and in 1962
famously rescued a performance of Fanciulla, arriving from her
hotel just in time to make her Act III entrance on horseback
after Leontyne Price lost her voice mid-opera.
While never achieving the international superstar status of
her contemporaries, she was beloved as a highly dependable,
consummate singer who always gave the audience an
intelligently thought out performance filled with moving vocal
expression. Her silvery soprano was even throughout its range,
with an easy, soaring top, characterized by a quick vibrato.
Her diction was impeccable, and her talents allowed her to
crossover from opera to pop and back.
One critic wrote: “All evening long her voice was radiant, and
her vocalization was as nearly perfect as any to be heard at
the Metropolitan.”
Her recordings include Tosca, Madama Butterfly, The Merry
Widow, arias and duets (with Tucker, Robert Merrill, Nelson
Eddy and others), operettas (one with Gordon McCrae), and
popular songs by Gershwin, Kern and others. Her 1949 Manon
Lescaut and 1950 Faust broadcasts are available on Naxos CD.
Her final performance at The MET was as Tosca in 1979, at age
69. She attributed her vocal longevity to never singing roles
too heavy for her. In San Francisco, she sang every season
from 1956 until 1972, including the American premieres of
Walton’s Troilus and Cressida and Poulenc’s Dialogues of the
Carmelites, and Lisa in Tchaikovsky’s Queen of Spades. She
toured Europe and sang in the Soviet Union in 1962.
She raised millions of dollars for Alzheimer’s research after

her husband, Dr. John D. French, died of the disease.
Kirsten died in Los Angeles in 1992 of a stroke at the age of
82. At a 1949 PR event Kirsten “asked to be remembered to her
many friends and admirers in Montclair.” Perhaps this
legendary Montclair musical icon’s request could be
memorialized with a plaque in the new arts plaza?
JEFF DIMMERMAN
Montclair

End ICE contract
The Essex County Correctional Facility — a jail — should not
house undocumented immigrants because it treats people who are
the victims of violence as though they are perpetrators.
What if Essex County responded to undocumented immigrants in
the way that we would want to be treated, should economic and
political distress force us from our homes? I was horrified by
accounts of plumbing that leaked from the ceiling onto beds,
spoiled lunch meat for meals, and moldy bread served as “bread
pudding”; the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of the
Inspector General documented these problems in a 2019 report.
And while Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo Jr.
crows that the Essex County Correctional Facility has
addressed some of Homeland Security’s concerns, he
conveniently avoids mentioning mind-boggling shortfalls.
When a loaded gun was left in an employee bathroom, and no
security report was filed, that was incompetence. When strip
searches became routine, even though ICE policy clearly states
that this should not be the case, that revealed a rotten
workplace culture.
There is no quick fix for these underlying problems.

Essex County is very bad at doing a task that arguably
shouldn’t be done. End the contract.
LISA ANDERSEN
Montclair

Adopting Trump’s tactics?
It is more than a bit disturbing that in the face of two
separate political scandals both George Norcross and Joseph
DiVincenzo are trying to deflect attention away from their
actions using the same deceitful behavior that President
Donald Trump employs when he finds himself called out for many
of his egregious misdeeds.
Norcross, a powerful Democratic political power broker in
southern New Jersey is being investigated for his part in the
Economic Development Authority (EDA) giveaway of billions of
dollars of New Jersey tax money to businesses to remain in the
state. Among alleged wrongdoings are charges that several of
the businesses he is involved with received millions of
dollars to stay in the state, when in fact, they had no
intention of leaving.
Norcross’

response

to

the

allegations

was

that

the

investigation was a political “hit job” thrown at him by his
political opponent, Gov. Phil Murphy. His efforts to shut down
the investigation were dealt a major blow recently in court
when Superior Court Judge Mary C. Jacobson refuted the
argument that the inquiry was little more than a political hit
job saying, “To prevent the governor from investigating the
EDA just didn’t make sense to me.” She was especially scathing
of Norcross’ attorneys who urged her to ignore the findings of
the state auditor whose work sparked the creation of the task
force in the first place.

DiVincenzo, the Essex County executive has come under fire for
the conditions (let alone the existence) of an ICE detention
facility in Newark. When investigated by the Department of
Homeland Security their report issued a long list of dangerous
and inhumane conditions found at the facility. It is not
unfair to say the place was even dysfunctional by ICE
standards. Calls for an independent investigation of the jail
have gone unheeded.
What did DiVincenzo have to say about it? He asserts that not
only has he fixed what’s wrong at the jail, but these problems
were also simply an “anomaly.” He refers to the Essex County
Correctional Facility as “one of the most professionally run
jails.” In fact, the history of the jail is one of secrecy and
obfuscation. The approximately $40 million the county receives
annually in a contract to run the facility is part of
President Trump’s cruel immigration policy
recently, the county’s dirty little secret.

and,

until

So Norcross goes to court armed only with lame arguments that
come nowhere close to cogency and Joe DiVincenzo employs the
“big lie.” Sounds familiar, but totally unacceptable. As
Abraham Lincoln famously stated, “You can fool all the people
some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you
cannot fool all the people all the time.”
People, let’s hold those in power to a higher standard.
ARTHUR PORTNOY
Montclair

Better planning needed
I wish to make a few points regarding the changing nature of
this township and recent decisions. I am not anti-development,
rather I feel that development done properly can benefit all,

including longtime residents. I can’t help but feel that
longtime residents have become the step-children of this town.
PILOT or Payment in Lieu of Taxes offered to developers, has
only given me huge tax, water and sewer increases, increased
traffic, congestion, and parking nightmares.
First, I am in agreement with the present lawsuit against
Pinnacle, Hampshire et.al regarding the Lackawanna Plaza
development.
We the members of the Portland Place Neighborhood Association
have some experience with these developers. Several years ago,
our neighborhood was faced with annihilation. The property
feet from our homes, much to our surprise, was designated as
an in need of redevelopment. How convenient for developers We
endured countless open and closed meetings with our members,
members of the public, township employees and elected
officials and representatives of the developers to come up
with a workable plan — until the bombshell that a self-service
storage facility on top of a parking deck was proposed for our
short block running behind the police station. So I know how
the developers operate. It was easy to develop mistrust
regarding their relationship with township representatives.
Eventually, facing our strong opposition, they pulled out.
Today, we continue to see decisions made around profitability
and growth for some over quality of life for all. We are being
overrun with new, questionably constructed and overpriced
housing, traffic, lack of parking and decrease in pedestrian
safety.
The proposed Lidl Market at Lackawanna Plaza is by no means
adequate for current residents nor for the influx of
additional residents.
Second, Dr. Renée Baskerville, Fourth Ward councilwoman, has
been a consistent voice for our communities throughout the
township. Many newcomers don’t know the history of the

Baskerville family in this town. They and other families led
the struggle and filed the initial lawsuit to desegregate the
Montclair Public Schools. The lawsuit resulted in the
establishment of the integrated magnet school model, the very
reason that folks want to move here. Yes, Montclair was
heavily segregated like everywhere, and there were those who
struggled for, and continue to struggle for, equity in our
institutions.
More recently, Dr. Baskerville supported the initial efforts
to bring two day anti-racism training to every teacher,
administrator and support staff in the district. The trainings
bring to light the systemic, institutional, cultural and
policy level manifestations of racism. Those moving to
Montclair for the “diversity,” whether it be racial, economic
or cultural may not understand that our diversity is
disappearing or why it is disappearing. I invite anyone to
research who is transferring out of the district and where
they are going, and who is transferring in and where they are
from. And we white folks are pretty much free to live just
about anywhere we choose to live, without regard to the
history or the roots of the residents who have been displaced
due to so-called development.
Dr. Baskerville, along with William Scott and others, have
been fighting tirelessly to make affordable housing available
in our community. This is an uphill battle. Many of the
conditions that prevent the availability are related to
conditions set forth by developers who are looking at their
profit margins as a reason to not comply with state
recommendations for 20 percent affordable housing in all new
construction. Baskerville, dedicated to finding solutions,
puts herself in the middle of the citizenry, putting her heart
and soul into public service.
Anyone living in this town long enough would remember other
African American public servants, particularly in the police
and fire departments, being passed over for promotions and

recognition.
I end with a question to the town council. Why has this
council chosen to disempower Councilperson Baskerville by
denying her rotation as Deputy Mayor? What policy decision was
made to allow this? What is this saying about our town? The
reasoning of the decision is not adequate and continues to
disrespect Dr. Baskerville.
MAGGIE JORALEMON
Montclair

Ban on plastic bags
Hoboken and Jersey City successfully banned the use of plastic
bags. Come on Montclair.
KATHRYN BEELITZ
Montclair

Lackawanna Litigation to the Rescue
I am in favor of making the developers follow Montclair’s laws
and the Master Plan recommendations. Apparently litigation is
the only avenue left to try to get the Montclair Planning
Board to fairly represent their constituents.
Yes we are waiting for a supermarket, but why should the
pressure be on citizens to cave in to the developer’s desires?
That would be one more example of the Fourth Ward getting a
substandard deal. The Planning Board could step up right now
and demand that the developers fix all the issues with their
plans or they could have chosen to do so years ago.
Give them an inch and they’ll take a mile.

Developers are so used to getting what they want from the
Montclair Planning Board that they’ll ask for outrageous
concessions — and get them.
History and a sense of place: Maybe that’s just for wealthy
neighborhoods.
Half the required parking: Have these developers ever tried to
park in town on a Saturday? Or even a weekday evening?
Safety: After the Planning Board approved everything in the
developer’s plans, the Town Council hastily passed a ‘no left
turn’ rule for Grove Street.
We townsfolk are getting the worst deal on every aspect of
this project. Are we supposed to accept this just to speed up
getting it done? We’re going to be living with the results of
this project for generations. Twice before Lackawanna has
fought off greedy developers — let’s not be the generation
that caves.
JOHANNA COXETER
Montclair Fourth Ward Resident
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22 Lackawanna litigation
I think it will be a loss of money to the town to bring a
lawsuit to 22 Lackawanna Development. There were 14 hearings
and I attended most of them. It was always the same people
that attended and did bring up issues. Some of them were very
helpful and it did help reshape the proposal. It is about time
we start this project.
I feel that delaying it will just cause the area to lack
revitalization and increase our home taxes.
I am opposed to this litigation.
ALEV ERDI
Montclair

Clarification on town’s use of leaf blowers
I write in reference to the article you wrote for Montclair
Local, published July 18, pertaining to the Montclair
Environmental Commission’s discussion on July 10 about our
Township leaf-blower ordinances.

You wrote that I “ …noted that the municipality and the school
board both use leaf blowers all year round in violation of
their own law that restricts leaf blower use to spring and
autumn, but no code enforcers will enforce the law and no
judge is going to penalize them… ”
This was a fairly accurate recounting of what I said to the
MEC.
However, I was mistaken, and consequently I misspoke. After
the publication of your article, and upon discussion with our
code enforcement officers, and subsequently with our township
attorney, Mr. Karasick, I realize now that the township’s use
of leaf blowers is actually not “in violation of their own
law,” but instead, the township is not legally constrained to
adhere to this ordinance; that is, the ordinance does not
pertain to municipal operations.
I apologize for my inaccurate statement, and hope that you can
correct this so that any misconceptions are clarified and the
facts of the matter can be made public.
GRAY RUSSELL
Montclair
The author is Montclair Township’s sustainability officer.

DiVincenzo should cancel county ICE contract
Joseph DiVincenzo Jr. has served as Essex County Executive
since 2002. In this role, he has done a lot of good work,
particularly improving the county park system.
However, his legacy is now overshadowed by the immoral and
inhumane housing of ICE detainees in our county jail.
Now that he is being called out on these conditions,
DiVincenzo is putting on a PR campaign to clean up his image,

but it is not really solving the problem.
Is this really the legacy that DiVincenzo wants to leave to
posterity?
It is time to cancel the contract, and make real improvements
to the county jail system.
BILL BEREN
Montclair

Booker, DiVincenzo and Norcross
Cory Booker is a U.S. Senator. He gives great speeches. He’s
been to the privately run detention center in Elizabeth where
he railed against the treatment of the detainees. There are
times when he sounds like the second coming of Malcolm X. But
the speeches often don’t translate into action. When it comes
to the ICE jail in Newark run by his buddy Joseph DiVincenzo,
he becomes more reticent. He says he’ll share his concerns
about the jail with Joe privately. Booker has a long history
of cozying up to Wall Street and taking money from Big Pharma
and charter school backers. But in his presidential campaign
at least, he is not taking “dark money” or PAC donations. If
he were to run in New Jersey on traditional Democratic
values—health care, the environment, education, etc., he would
be a senator-for-life. He doesn’t need Joe D’s money or
endorsement in this bluest of counties.
Booker can’t have $2,800 lunches with Joe DiVincenzo and
George Norcross and still claim to be progressive. Time to
walk the walk, senator.
JIM PRICE
Montclair

Farewell to the Marlboro Bakery forever
As a child of Montclair I have been fortunate to have had the
opportunity to experience a legend; I am speaking about the
Marlboro Bakery. I heard the sad news yesterday that on Aug.
31 the doors will close forever. I’m going back more than 30
years ago to when the original family opened the doors and the
scent of baking bread taunted my nose in the wee small hours
of the morning. I thought to myself that I must contact the
grandson of the former owner, Mike Abbasso, who fondly spent
many years behind the counter of the Marlboro Bakery creating
the recipes which won the hearts of not just Montclair
residents, but from customers both far and wide.
My friend Joe and I recently discussed the historic legend.
Joe said he had many fond memories, both of his grandfather’s
time at the bakery, and the people that have come and gone
since his ownership.
Taking over during the early 1990s, his grandfather employed
his four daughters to work behind the counter and stock the
shelves while overseeing sales. His partnership with Joe
DiNorcia allowed a bakery to flourish with not only the finest
baked goods around but also with laughter and happiness to
fill a room. As the years went on, many employees came and
went but Marlboro remained a fixture in the community, serving
the freshest doughnuts or the best pies one could find on a
regular basis.
Joe recalls his grandpa telling him how long the line would be
on an average Sunday and how he would look forward to working
on Christmas morning – sensing a magical aura that transcended
the store. For he and Joe DiNorcia this was more than a
bakery, this was a second home and this was seen by the
continual support given by family members who would provide
extra staffing during the busiest of times.

Joe said he has fond memories of sitting inside the cooler
drinking cream poured from a tiny carton as well as sitting
atop the cake spinner that was designed for decorating cakes.
From the age of five he was able to crack an egg with one
hand, a talent that has since been lost. Although the bakery
sometime around 2005 and he was never able to formally work
there, he felt as if he was an employee from birth.
Ever since the bakery was sold and new owners came and went,
Joe has been fortunate to always remain close while operating
Grove Laundromat with Joe DiNorcia. Joe said every Sunday he
would stop by to say hello to the regular crew sitting over a
cup or two of coffee, Mickey and all of the locals that would
congregate at this fixture of the community.
Although Marlboro Bakery may be leaving, the memories,
friendships, and bonds that it has produced over its duration
will never leave. Joe said his mother, Chrissy, still runs
into customers that she recalled from her time at the bakery,
nearly 23 years ago, and whenever she sees someone she knew,
time seems to stop and everyone returns to a simpler place, a
place where “Marlboro memories” were made.
The range of customers span the generations and on any given
morning, especially on a Sunday, as I treat myself to “Mickey”
making the best cup of coffee in town, a Metropolitan Opera
baritone stops by, a drop-dead-gorgeous minister in stiletto
heels comes in and we ask what her sermon is for the day, the
man known as “Elvis” in the Fourth of July parade aka Peter
Giuffra buys one doughnut; a former Montclair police officer
who used to be called “Captain Midnight” comes in for the same
doughnuts he reserves ahead of time with Mickey, “Chris,” the
owner of Holstein’s Ice Cream Parlor in Bloomfield comes up
for at least 20 – and only Marlboro’s rolls will do; before
opening the liquor store, two doors down, the managers stop in
for a special almond Danish, Angela DeNiro, with Ron Apea’s
Big Band buys scones for the band while they rehearse at the
soon-to-be closing Trumpets, not only does the owner of the

laundromat come in but people doing their laundry, DeCamp
charter bus drivers come in to get special bran and raisin
muffins only made there; a former Montclair councilman comes
in to buy doughnuts for his neighbors and the person who feeds
his cat when he travels, Kenny Testa who has triplets all
going off to college buys for his family, the owner of Laurel
and Sage buys 20 dozen “baker” rolls for two seatings, the
treasurer for “The Corner” comes in and pays ahead of time so
her little girl will think the cookie is free when she passes,
men who like to let their wives rest on a Sunday bring their
children and Mickey knows each and every child’s
preferences…it is delightfully absurd. They come in droves and
as far away as Brooklyn. They open at 7:30 a.m. and Dave, the
crossing guard for one of Montclair’s schools comes to tell
her about “his kids” as well as a construction boss comes with
breakfast for Mickey from McDonald’s. Everyone needs their
“Mickey” fix. When I arrive there are at least six regulars
waiting to greet me. It is better than a club. Luckily we are
all members of the Marlboro Bakery society.
When Mickey was telling people yesterday the doors were
closing jaws dropped, eyes popped, “No!”
It is not about aesthetics, granted there are interesting ’50s
cookie jars up above the bakery cases, Beatles music can be
heard, but there is something quite beautiful about a woman
with a long ponytail, always in motion and knowing everyone
who comes in the door. Remembering not only their children’s
name but their dogs as well. Probably in another life, with
her photographic memory she would have been a scholar, but in
this world she is a legend that is part of the legend. While
at least 18, at any given time, people can be standing at the
other end of Grove Street at “The Corner” waiting to get in,
the timeless crowds come to get their fix at the historic
Marlboro Bakery that will be closing their doors forever on
Aug. 31. So long Mickey as well, you made us all smile.
Magic is going to disappear into the rare toxic ether of “Once

Upon a Time in Montclair.” You said you wanted us to respond
about special people… Mickey is one of them. This place’s
heart will stop beating.
GRANGE LADY HAIG RUTAN
Montclair
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Let’s consider parking in Montclair
On June 20, Montclair Local reported in a story about parking
permits being at such a premium in Montclair that people are
forging them.
Parking Authority Director Gary Obszarny told township
officials in February that residents were unhappy with the
waitlist for permitted spots, with those lists numbering up to
three times the number of spots the town has to offer,
especially at the Bay Street deck.

“If two more parking decks are built, I will fill them up
tomorrow,” said Obszarny.
And here is what Montclair Local has has been reporting on
redevelopment and parking:
At Lackawanna Plaza: Instead of 853 “required” spots, the
developer offered 459.
On Church Street: Take 105 spots and create 67 units. Parking?
67 spots for inhabitants and 20 for the town. Solution for
those 85 municipal spots gone missing? Wait a few years for
the Seymour Street Deck.
On Orange Road: Instead of 96 “required” spots, offer 62 and
“share” in a municipal garage. Which I must note, per Gary
Obszarny above, there is nothing to share.
To summarize: Even with all the building going on, Montclair
does not have enough parking spaces for people who want them
and will pay for them.
The planning board continues to approve new developments which
rarely, if ever, meet parking requirements. The parking
requirements, even if met, probably would not fill the need,
since they are based on the idea that one apartment dwelling
equates to one vehicle. Maybe it would be so in a future world
where we are not so dependent on cars. Not now.
People want to come to Montclair for dinner and an event.
Parking is always an issue for them. Why would they continue
to come?
What is going on? Does anyone else consider this a problem? It
seems we, as a town, need to take a time-out on the
redevelopment and just consider what is happening. Is this the
path we want to be on?
JOANNE KORNOELJE
Montclair

Democracy demands participation
I have been reading with interest the growing public awareness
of a spoiled food chain of government throughout New Jersey
involving both lawmakers and lobbyists, in particular, the
power brokerage of our county executive, the local Democratic
party and state lobbyists.
I guess like many others I always assumed New Jersey politics
were unclean; the problem is now we either must attempt to
“unhear” and “unsee” all that we’ve heard and seen, or we need
to act.
If there is one thing I have learned from my varied
experiences in grassroots organizing, it’s that showing up
counts most. Democracy is a participatory sport. If we really
want self-government, as the founders envisioned, then we have
to be willing to govern.
An admission: I, and surely many other people who know some
measure of comfort, came of age hoping that someone else would
just do the work. And as it turns out someone else has.
Hundreds of people at all levels of government across the
state and country, on town councils and school boards who
realized that while we dozed, they could and should quietly
consolidate power to better themselves and their friends. Cush
gigs and fat contracts are effectively victimless crimes when
A) they’re not actually crimes (democracy) and B) victims
don’t even realize we’ve been had.
What seems interesting to me about my own post-Trump
awakening, is that if I’m getting curious about what’s
happening in government I suspect a few other conflicted
citizens with histories of lukewarm political involvement
might be too. I spent more years of my adult life than I’m
willing to admit living just a few miles east of ignorance and
probably just a hair north of apathy. It hasn’t served me. The
taxes still stink and the schools aren’t all that great for

it. It’s time more of us showed up and told the truth of what
it looks and smells like from here.
We deserve better; we need to demand better. It might start by
showing up to the next freeholders meeting to make a public
comment, protesting the deplorable ICE contract at a
demonstration, or perhaps even running for office. If we
remain on the sidelines, we remain spectators.
DAVID GAYNES
Montclair

You are welcome at the library
The public library is the most American thing. Built for
everyone, with no limits for who enters or what information is
sought.
That wasn’t always the case. For years, America’s libraries
were complicit in segregation, denying access to those who
were not white. The story of Challenger Astronaut Ronald
McNair nearly being denied access to check out library books
when he was a child has been shared on the internet recently.
There are other examples of segregation in libraries
throughout our history, with a recent book highlighting this
injustice. This was a sad, deplorable chapter in the history
of America and its libraries. One that I hope never happens
again. Everyone should always be welcome at the library.
Montclair is diverse, and we strive to provide programs and
services for everyone. Our recent Peruvian Day programs saw
over 500 attendees who came to learn and celebrate another
culture. We’ll continue to develop and provide programs that
highlight the rich diversity of our shared humanity. We’ll
also continue to remove barriers to access, such as
eliminating overdue fines.

Our staff is diverse in gender, ethnicity, race, and religion.
Some are immigrants or children of immigrants. We celebrate
those differences. Their experiences are the American
experience, our experience. We hope that as you come to the
library you know that you are welcome and wanted.
PETER D. COYL
Montclair
The writer is director of the Montclair Public Library.

Visiting the U.S.-Mexico border
Five members of Union Congregational Church recently traveled
to the U.S.-Mexico border to volunteer with Team Brownsville,
a volunteer organization dedicated to feeding migrants on the
Mexico side of the International Bridge and welcoming migrants
recently released from detention on the American side of the
border. We were witnesses to the extraordinary hospitality of
some Americans who are giving every inch of free time they
have to offering migrants a bienvenidos entirely different
from the one our own government is extending.
Each night a group of volunteers cooks a meal and takes it
across the Rio Grande in carts in order to set up a feeding
station. On the nights we were there, at least 120 migrants
waited in line patiently for plates of chicken, rice,
vegetables, pasta, or watermelon. This large group is
comprised of people from Central America, but also contains
people from Cuba, Venezuela, and Cameroon. They are all doing
it the “right way.” The U.S. government wants people to sit
and wait in Mexico until their number is called before they
walk across the bridge and plead for asylum in America. Some
of the people we met have been waiting at the plaza in
Matamoros, Mexico for more than six months.

Women and children are fed first. Hungry men wait patiently,
occasionally standing on tiptoes or peering around the edges
of the line to make sure we aren’t going to run out before
they get to the food. Some carry injuries, most haven’t
showered in an age, some women are pregnant, everyone is
tired, and everyone has a story. For all of the folks who
might suggest that the migrants wait because they are “on the
take” somehow, merely looking for a handout, these folks have
very specific stories — one man showed us a scar of where a
kidney had been removed by a gang against his will. Another
told us that he’d fled because a gang sought to extort his
business. He knew if he paid the first month, the “rent” would
just go up sooner or later. And if he didn’t pay? Well, they
held a gun against his head to let him know the answer. He
told us, “I knew that they meant it because they’ve already
murdered my brother.”
Reasonable people can disagree about how best to proceed from
a policy perspective. But the humanitarian crisis is, not
surprisingly, personal when you look people in the eye as you
feed them dinner. We can’t go on like this. Policies have to
change, metering at the bridge has to end, the dehumanization
of people on the move is a corporate sin that damages us all.
What can we do? Yes, for sure, we can vote. But, in the near
term, if you can go to the border and see it for yourself, go!
There are numerous organizations who will take your help and
if you’d like to know which ones, head straight for
Brownsville and connect with Team Brownsville or go to McAllen
and stop off at the Respite Center run by Catholic Charities.
There are shelters, legal aid organizations, and ministries
who will take your energy and use it.
If you can’t go, give — give to these organizations full of
saints who are working tirelessly on behalf of Americans of
good conscience to offer a better bienvenidos.
If you can’t give, then shout. Call your representatives and

give them an earful about this crisis. And if you have
questions about how to set up a trip, there are five people at
Union who have been transformed by this experience who’d love
to point the way.
THE REV. DAVID A. SHAW
Montclair
The author is senior minister at Union Congregational Church
in Montclair.

Regarding Orange Road development
Of all the disturbing news one can read in the Montclair
Local, nothing is more disturbing to me than the article
published on July 25, which outlines the extortion recently
exercised against our fair township by Tom Trautner, the
attorney for applicant HP 37 Orange Road Montclair LLC.
From the article: “…The council, which has jurisdiction over
amending redevelopment plans, chose not to correct the
language. The meeting agenda for Sept. 25, 2018, listed an
ordinance that would have stricken the sentence: ‘The
following requirements apply to new multi-family residential
buildings with no commercial component.’ The following
sentence, ‘the maximum density is 18 units per acre,’ would
remain. But the ordinance was pulled from the agenda and never
introduced.”
I’d first like to know who was responsible for pulling the
ordinance change from the agenda? What other business before
the council was so pressing at the Sept. 25, 2018, meeting
that this was just removed and never addressed again? Is such
inattention to detail the new standard in council governance?
Our current township council has proven again and again their
dereliction of duty. Whether it was shoddy proofreading, or a

lack of understanding of the consequences of their inaction on
the language on the part of the council, we are now all left
to wonder what is really going on, and deal with the mess
caused by their inaction.
For the planning board to be forced into approving, once
again, an inappropriate project is just one more example of
the ineptitude and unfitness for office of the current mayor
and council. I applaud those brave members of the planning
board who publicly called out the applicant for their
extortion.
I hope that during the next election cycle enough concerned
citizens of Montclair who are weary of the continuous
overdevelopment, disregard for established parking regulations
and disregard for affordable housing requirements will raise
up talented, interested, and dedicated public servants capable
of unseating this politburo of rubber stamps from the council
chambers and send them packing.
TIMOTHY J. MANNION
Montclair

Letters to the editor, July
25

Not the town it was when we moved here
We’ve been living here now for over 11 years, and we’ve
enjoyed the benefits of a vibrant, culturally diverse small
city that managed, in many ways, to retain the esthetic appeal
of a small town. Until the last few years.
The bad news — appalling things are happening here, from the
ongoing “development” that has run amok, turning Montclair
into the second coming of Hoboken to the ongoing attempt to
push the ill advised Lackawanna plan — again by developers, a
recurring theme, down the throats of the local residents.
Oh, and let’s not forget the recent and unforgivable betrayal
of Dr. Renée Baskerville, yet another back of the hand to the
Fourth Ward, the apparent stepchild of Montclair.
The good news? We’re leaving the area in a month or so,
relocating an hour south with the conviction that we’ve seen
and enjoyed the best of this town, and that the Montclair we
knew and loved is well on its way to extinction, if not
already dead.
Mayor Robert Jackson must be so proud. We’ll miss the Farmers
Market, the shops and restaurants, and more. We won’t miss the
frustration of nonstop construction delays and the destruction
of the small town beauty we’ve enjoyed so much.

STEVE COHEN
Montclair

Watch your children when at Van Vleck
We join in the public’s thanks to Morten Rose Madsen, who
saved the 7-year-old boy who fell through the glass greenhouse
at Van Vleck.
The community should know, however, that three similar
incidents have happened in the past two and a half years. Our
daughter fell through the roof in February of 2017, and
another minor fell through in the spring of 2017.
The leadership at Van Vleck tells visitors to watch children
while on the property, and that the gardens are not a
playground. All true and agreed. At the same time, we feel
it’s time Van Vlek take some responsibility as well. Van Vleck
is a public space, not a private home anymore.
Newly built greenhouses are made with tempered glass, not
glass that shatters creating shards. If Van Vlek doesn’t want
to use tempered glass because of historical reasons, then we
ask that Van Vlek consider adding impenetrable barriers, and
more robust signage.
Our daughter came upon the sloped roof accidentally, started
sliding and couldn’t stop before she crashed through and fell.
Luckily she was wearing jeans and a sweatshirt. She was
treated on-site by ambulance personnel, and miraculously
survived the incident without any major injuries.
If you visit the gardens, especially with children, please be
aware of where the greenhouse is, and take precautions to be
careful and watch children closely at all times.
JENNIFER MAY AND STEVE GELSI

Montclair

Not thrilled with Lidl supermarket
I read the statement from Pinnacle and Hampshire properties
concerning the Lackawanna development with interest. I noted
that neither Mr. Stolar nor Mr. Schmitt refuted any of the
legal points of our appeal.
The Pinnacle/Hampshire statement referred to the appeal as
perpetrated by “a small faction of residents.” We now have 190
people who have asked to be named as plaintiffs on the appeal.
Does this still count as a small faction? If so, we can
certainly gather more. We volunteers with A Better Lackawanna
have received a very warm reception in the community. It’s
striking how well-informed people are, and how freely they
express gratitude for our efforts.
It is heartwarming Mr. Stolar feels for the Fourth Ward being
deprived of groceries. However Lidl can hardly be called a
supermarket, or the supermarket the Fourth Ward has awaited.
On a recent visit to their Union store, at the height of
summer, it was notable they did not sell: oranges, cantaloupe,
tangerines, watermelon or strawberries. No corn, no
cauliflower and no carrots. Can you call it a supermarket if
it doesn’t sell carrots? There is no fresh fish, no organic
dairy products, no Dijon or brown mustard, no apple cider or
red wine vinegar, and only a few name brands anywhere in the
store (No: Dannon, Planter’s, Ritz, Heinz, Kleenix, Crest,
Vaseline, nor dozens more brands you’d expect to see.)
This week, they are selling revolving shoe racks and weed
killer sprayers, but no name-brand cleaning products and no
scouring powder at all.
Lidl offers no online ordering, and the Pinnacle/Hampshire
design has no dedicated parking for online order pick-up even
if they did.

Lidl’s labor relations track record is troubling. I’m doubtful
many in Montclair will be willing to cross a picket line to
shop; and the giant inflatable rat in the parking lot will
take at least two critically needed parking spaces (the
crowning touch to the nightmarish approved parking lot). In
the plus column for Lidl, they have a rich history of building
markets in adaptively reused spaces in Europe, including train
stations. They use modular displays that would work perfectly
if Lackawanna were adaptively repurposed. It could be a winwin for Lidl to save a treasured landmark, and improve their
image. However, we still need to work on getting healthier
foods and ensuring fair labor practices.
PRISCILLA ESHELMAN
Montclair

Defeat Trumpism everywhere
New Jerseyans and people of good conscience everywhere are
rightly horrified at the racist, violence-inciting rhetoric of
President Donald Trump. We must get rid of him, but we have to
do more than get rid of Trump, we have to defeat Trumpism, the
radical rightwing ideology that relies on hate and bigotry to
enact policies that hurt everyday Americans. We have to do
everything we can to drive this poison off the public stage
and make it impossible for it ever to be normalized.
While we are riveted by the spectacle of the Racist-in-Chief,
we must not overlook the many far-right Republicans who are
running for office right here in our backyard, including Jay
Webber and BettyLou DeCroce, up for re-election in the NJ26
Assembly District. Webber and DeCroce are GOP Trump
worshippers and have voted in Trump-like ways in the assembly,
including against sensible gun legislation, marriage equality
and women’s rights to control their bodies. Luckily, they are
opposed by progressive Democrats, Laura Fortang and Christine

Clarke.
If you want to take a stand against hate and far-right
policies, this is your chance to get involved, and stand up
for American values, and fight Trumpism right here, right now.
RICHIE CHEVAT
Montclair

In support of Owen’s proposal
As I was reading the July 18 edition of Montclair Local, I was
extremely glad to see a Letter to the Editor written by Owen
Duncan, a Montclair High School student, titled “Board of Ed
should give students a say.”
I

fully

support

his

motion

to

incorporate

student

representatives to the BOE. Adults decide for children without
asking for their opinion. BOE members, and school authorities
decide things that affect students’ everyday lives without
thinking of asking students. Adults know what is best for
children. Do they really?
I see plenty of benefits in having student representatives on
the BOE. The best civic education lesson that we can offer
them is giving them a seat at the table. They can learn how to
advocate for their collective interests. They learn to voice
their opinions and build arguments. They have the right to be
included in the decision-making process over things that
affect them.
There is a recent experience in West Orange township that is
worth considering: The BOE Students Liaisons. “The student
liaisons are an evolving channel of communication between
students and the BOE. A few of the tasks Aarushi and Sessina
are responsible for include attending all the BOE meetings,
meeting with teachers and Principal Moore, conducting feedback

forms, and organizing certain events such as the student
culture night.”
We need to make all spaces of government more open,
transparent and participatory, and make the inclusion of all
voices our main objective. Children can be responsible and are
capable of comprehending difficult issues and deserve to be at
the table to propose ways to solve their concerns. Give them
the opportunity. Give them the space. Trust me, they won’t
disappoint you.
MARIA EVA DORIGO
Montclair

